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DALLAS, TX - This
morning, FOX NEWS up-
dated its power rankings for
the 2026 midterm elections
and shifted the Texas Gov-
ernor’s race toward Gina
Hinojosa, moving it from
“likely R” to now “lean R.”

In making the shift, FOX
NEWS also noted that
three-term incumbent and
career politician Greg Ab-

- bott is facing “his toughest

re-election challenge yet”
after 30 years in public of-
fice, in part, because of data
centers that have invaded
Texas on his watch.

“Greg Abbott isn’t inter-

ested in protecting Texans.
He’s interested in protecting
his re-election chances.
That’s why he’s hitting the
panic button and trying to
look tough on Al data
centers. If he really cared
about Texas communities,
he could’ve paused data
center permitting and asked
for an audit at any point
over the last 11 years. In-
stead, he took $20 million
from data center special in-
terests, vowed to make
Texas the Al epicenter, and
handed them some of the

Continue Race Page 2

U.S. Supreme Court declines to give surrogate
custody of baby she birthed in Dallas

McKenna West fled to Texas to give birth last month, saying she could not trust the biological parents after they asked her to get an abortion.

By Terri Langford /Texas Tribune

The U.S. Supreme Court on May 18, 2024 in Washington, D.C. Photo Credit: Eli Hartman/The Texas Tribune

A California couple will
maintain custody over the
biological child they had
through a surrogate in Texas
after U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Elena Kagan on
Tuesday rejected a request to
intervene in the high-profile
case.

Kagan’s order did not ex-
plain why she rejected surro-
gate  McKenna  West’s
request. The Alaskan nurse
had sought conservatorship
over the child, which would
have given her a say in the
child’s medical treatment,
and wanted Kagan to block
a lower-court ruling in the
couple’s favor. Kagan over-
sees  emergency  court
requests from California,
where the couple's custody
battle with West originated.

Nausheen Gilkar and
Omar Ahmed had hired West
after the couple struggled to
have a child. In April, the
fetus West was carrying was

Continue Court Page 3

After New Report on Paxton’s China-linked

TA I-A R I Co Donors, Talarico Campaign Releases New Digital

* FOR TEXAS *
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Ken Paxton, the suspended attorney general of Texas, traveled to China with other

attorneys general in a secretive trip that included meetings with government officials and
did so against the advice of his staff who expressed worry over potential Chinese
Gommunist Party influence, according to sources and internal documents obtained by Fox

News Digital

AUSTIN, TX —
Today, Talarico for Texas
released a new digital ad
slamming Ken Paxton
for his China ties — tak-
ing an all-expenses-paid
trip to China to meet
with CCP officials and
pocketing $40,000 from
China-linked real estate
developers buying Texas
land.

The ad reveals Pax-
ton’s hypocrisy as he

continues to make false

claims that Talarico
“sold Texas out to
China.”

Several Chinese real
estate investors donated
to Paxton’s Senate cam-
paign — and each donor
works for “companies
that facilitate the exact
kind of Chinese invest-
ments he has criticized,”
wrote the Houston
Chronicle.

Ad Exposing Ken Paxton’s China Ties

Three years prior,
Paxton secretly traveled
to China against the ad-
vice of his staff, who
raised concerns about
CCP influence and sur-
veillance concerns.

WATCH THE AD:
KEN PAXTON SOLD
TEXAS OUT TO
CHINA
https://www.instagram.c
om/p/DdmBO-Rx141/.
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Should Americans Get
Accustomed to Eating
Imported Beet and Not
Our Own?

By James B. Ewers Jr., Ed.

Dr. James Ewers

Do you remember the
Wendy’s commercial where
the lady asked, "Where’s the
beef?" Actress Clara Peller
made that line famous. At
one point years ago, that
was a popular tagline.

Although I've seen that
commercial many times, |
never thought about where
the meat came from. I al-
ways assumed that it was
American-made beef. That’s
the way it has always been.

However, we are in a dif-
ferent era, and I suspect dif-
ferent expectations and
rules apply. The American
economy is characterized by
high store prices, so we are
not in a good place.

Buying groceries these
days isn’t what it used to be.
Some things simply stay on
the shelves and in the
freezer. Plainly stated, we
just do without them.

For example, going to
the meat section brings
shock and awe. The price
points have increased dra-
matically. Ribs and steaks,
once a picnic delight, can’t
get a ray of light because of
the cost. To paraphrase the
song lyrics, we just walk
on by the meat section.

Why is that happening?
According to reports, “The
price of American beef has
increased  significantly,
with costs climbing about
27% over the past three
years.” This number does-
n’t look good.

According to figures re-
leased by the USDA Eco-
nomic Research Service,
the cost that we pay for
beef will increase by over
10% in 2026.

As new findings
emerge, another question
arises about the cattle in-
dustry in the United States
of America. Where do they
fit in with rising beef
costs? The current admin-
istration’s plan to import
beef from foreign countries
is meeting resistance from
cattlemen.

Justin Tupper, president
of'the U.S. Cattlemen’s As-

sociation, said, “You don’t
put America first by put-
ting U.S. cattle producers
last. This move will
weaken our markets and
gamble with food safety in
the process.”

America’s meat pro-
ducers follow rigorous
safety standards before
shipping products to stores
for consumers to buy.
Many critics believe these
regulations will be com-
promised by using foreign
beef.

State associations are
also vehemently against
this plan to bring in foreign
beef for us to eat at our
dinner tables. This new
twist of using foreign beef
is going to be tricky, in my
opinion. One expression [
use is that you can’t defend
the indefensible. It applies
to what is going on now.

Reports from Washing-
ton say beef prices will be
lower because it is coming
from foreign countries. Up
to 300,000 metric tons of
ground beef will be
shipped to the United
States over a 90-day
period. It is coming from
Brazil, Australia, Canada,

Mexico, New Zealand, Ar-
gentina, and Paraguay.

We are now paying
about $6.89 for a pound of
beef. Just a while back, we
were paying $5.55. Now,
for consumers like you and
me, we’ll have to pause
and see when exactly these
price drops will occur.

Several questions about
imported beef remain. First
and foremost is whether it
is safe to eat. The Food
Safety and Inspection
Service says yes, it will be
safe to eat because of al-
ready established proto-
cols. In addition, reports
say the beef will be re-in-
spected at the border.

Of course, beef watch-
dogs are keeping a close
eye on these imported beef
products. So, I believe we
can all agree that we are
entering new terrain using
large quantities of im-
ported beef. I think there
will be some apprehension
because so many voices
have an opinion.

What happens after the
90 days? Will U.S. cat-
tlemen get a new deal? We
will just have to wait and
see.

* One year in-State $98.80
* One year out-of-State $108.80
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He wasn't afraid of death. He was
afraid of living.

This story discusses suicide, childhood
abuse and substance abuse. If you or
someone you know is struggling or in cri-
sis, please reach out to a mental health
professional or call or text 988 for help.

“I’ve been shot. I've been left for dead

month Kickstart your week and stay

active here in a fun supportive
environment at the M.L.King Jr
Recreation Center !

so many times,” said Ervin Jones III, a

Time @ Parkland Memorial Hospital patient who

6:00 PM-8:00 PM ‘ . has stared death in the face on many oc-
iiendavisicaneseay DART.ORGISTATEFAIB casions.

“But my friends call me nine lives.”
It’s a fitting nickname—one that

Address: 2901 Pennsylvania Ave.
Dallas, Texas 75215
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Scars tell stories. Some stories are
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“ speaks not only to Jones’ resilience, but
_: | also to his faith, personal growth, and the
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The Tribulation Temple, The Two Witnesses,

The Seventh Trumpet
Revelation 11:1-19

At the very outset of this
chapter, the Apostle John is in-
structed to measure the sanctuary
— the inner temple (holy place)
and the holy of holies (v. 1).
Many biblical scholars advance
that a future temple will be built
in Jerusalem during the Tribu-
lation Period, and ancient rites
will be carried out. This is the
same temple that the Man of Sin
(Anti-Christ) will emerge and
demand to be worshipped and
abolish Jewish worship (II Thes-
salonians 2:4). The Apostle John
is told not to measure the outer
court of the Gentiles (v. 2a). It
seems the reason for leaving the
outer court of Gentiles unmea-

sured because the city of Jerusa-
lem will be trodden underfoot by
the Gentiles for forty-two
months (3% years) (v. 2b). It is
during the last part of the Tribu-
lation Period (42 months or 37
years) that the Man of Sin (Anti-
Christ) will abolish Jewish wor-
ship and instead demand to be
worshipped.

In verses 3-14, we are intro-
duced to courageous ministry of
two witnesses of the Tribulation
Period. According to verse 3, the
time limit of their ministry is said
to be one thousand two hundred
sixty days (or 3% years). Many
biblical scholars believe that
these two witnesses will minister

during the first half of the Tribu-
lation Period because their wit-
ness will be terminated by the
beast (Anti-Christ) in verse 7.
According to verses 4-6, these
two witnesses possess extraordi-
nary character traits and will be
able to exhibit unusual miracu-
lous power similar to the mini-
stry power of Elijah and Moses!

However, their ministry will
be terminated by the beast (Anti-
Christ) (v. 7). The bodies of
these two witnesses will lay in
the streets of Jerusalem, without
even being buried (vv. 8-9). The
hostile people of the earth will
celebrate the death of the two
witnesses (v. 10). These people

Rev. Johnny Calvin Smith

of the Tribulation Period will in-
deed be overjoyed in the fact that
their tormentors (two witnesses)
are dead. However, in verses
11-14, a miraculous occurrence
happens, in that the two wit-
nesses are raised after lying in
the streets for three and one-half
days and translated to heaven.
After the raising of these two
faithful witnesses, there was a
great earthquake, with seven
thousand men being slain (v.
13). A remnant is terrified and
gave glory to God and an an-
nouncement was made in verse
14: “The second woe is past; and
behold, the third woe cometh
quickly.” As this chapter con-

cludes, the sounding of the sev-
enth trumpet brings an an-
nouncement that the dominion
of the world is taken over by
Christ (v. 15). The end of the
Tribulation Period will be real-
ized, and Christ taking what is
rightfully His causes much
praise from the elders (vv. 16-
17), but anger from the nations
(v. 18). In verse 19, John was
blessed to look into the temple
wherein he saw the Ark of Cov-
enant. On the earth, however,
there were lightning, thunder,
and earthquake and a great hail-
storm.

“May God Bless!”
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diagnosed with hypoplastic left
heart syndrome, a life-threaten-
ing condition where the left side
of the heart is severely under-
developed and that requires sev-
eral surgeries.

Upon receiving the diagnosis,
the couple asked West to ter-
minate the pregnancy. West re-
fused and instead moved to
Texas, where abortion is banned,
and requested a state district
judge to grant her custody, saying
she couldn’t trust the parents to
provide medical care for the child
she named Gabriel.

She gave birth to a boy whom
the couple named Rumi on Aug.
12 in Dallas. In subsequent court
hearings in Dallas, Gilkar and
Ahmed confirmed they had con-
sidered abortion and said the dis-
pute took a dramatic turn after
West refused to come to Califor-
nia to meet with medical teams to
discuss the child’s future care.

Matching court decisions in
California, Texas courts also
ruled against West’s request to
obtain custody over the child.

"We are truly grateful that
Rumi can continue receiving the
treatment he needs to survive,
and that he will not be stripped

away from what has been de-
scribed by doctors as the excel-
lent care of his parents,” said
Adam Wolf, an attorney for Gil-
kar and Ahmed, in a statement
Tuesday. “Ms. West’s legal fil-
ings across three jurisdictions,
state courts of appeals, and now
the U.S. Supreme Court have
sought to undermine Rumi’s par-
ents’ right to provide him with
the care he needs. Those efforts
have been rejected by every sin-
gle court."

According to a brief filed by
Rumi’s court-appointed attorney,
the baby’s doctor at Children’s
Hospital in Dallas testified that

Gilkar and Ahmed have agreed to
recommended treatment for their
child. The doctor recommended
that Texas courts allow Gilkar
and Ahmed to bring Rumi back
to Los Angeles, where they live,
for care, according to court fil-
ings. The Texas Supreme Court
has also declined to bar the bio-
logical parents from taking Rumi
back to California.

While West is disappointed
with Kagan’s decision not to in-
tervene, she’s pleased that her
legal fight has resulted in the bio-
logical parents acknowledging
publicly their intentions to com-
mit to lifesaving care, West’s at-

torney Lincoln Davis Wilson said

“That’s what McKenna has
been fighting for from day One,”
Wilson said.

But Wilson took issue with the
parents claiming they are the only
ones working to keep Rumi alive
and healthy.

“Nothing could be further
from the truth,” Wilson said.
“After his birth, they remain
under a court order to continue
providing that care. Every life-
saving decision has been made
for them, not by them.”

This article first appeared on The
Texas Tribune.

LIFE IS LIKE A CAMERA, JUST FOCUS ON WHAT’S IMPORTANT!

~ THEME: THE 2010s
(Solution will appear in October1 edition)

Statepoint Crossword Puzzle
Theme: THE 2010s

IACROSS

1. Convention freebie

5. *Tucker of TV's "Modern Family"
8. To the degree

11. *Space Shuttle Program org.

12. Deal with it

13. Extra tire

15. Stead

16. Real estate land unit

18. *Instagram's parent company
20. "Fine by me"

21. Strong virile man

2. Caviar alternative

23. *Bruno Mars' hat

26. Highest-reaching

30. Before of yore

31. Quill-dipping vessel

34. Popular aquarium show star
35. Schoolmarm's whip

37. Neither here there
38. Opposite of cation

39. Hurry up, acr.

40. Blood infection

42. Not com or edu

43. Arranged in order

45. Inside info

47. Aye's opposite

48. B2C business

50. Hyperbolic tangent

52. *Katy Perry's 2010 hit
55. Battle royal

56. One R in R&R

57. Nightcrawler

59. *Hipsters' facial trend
60. Prima donnas' problems
61. Not in favor

62. Public promotions

63. Even, to a poet

64. CISC alternative

17. Enter user name and password (2 words)

DOWN
. Catchall abbr.

Spumante

. Ragamuffin
. On a deck, perhaps

. Popular warming drink
. Chef's garb

. Hindu serpent deity

— \O
=]

. Chicken coop dweller

. Taxi driver

. Ship with a single mast
C* GO game

. Spooky

. Decay

. Greek cheese, pl.

. Remove from existence
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. High rocky hills
. Celestial hunter

. Open disrespect

. Sour-tasting

. Capped joint

. *Funko !

. *Toy for the fidgety
. Off kilter

. Dirty dwelling

. Specks in the sea
.Oohedand

A BEA DB DWW LWWENDNDDN
0N —= OO0 WN O

. Military blockade
. Fire-raising

W B

. Exclamation of sorrow

W
W N

. Raja's daughter

W L
o L A

. Habitual twitching

. Bear's d1. *Pete Davidson's TV show

. Cowboy, in South America

. Opposite of domineering and bold

. Legendary King Priam's city

. 's, blended Scotch whisky

. Atmospheric pressure line, on weather map

off on a golf course. past tense
VF solo, Alex Honnold's feat

. Baby fox and baby beaver
. Business school degree, acr.

Off First Month
of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: GZ590

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR

888-804-0913

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo detalls please call 888-804-0913

© StatePoint Media

Fo,

unded 9%

Ihe Dallas Post Fuibtune Newspaper

the “Oldest Black-Owned Newspaper” serving North Texas

Fo,

unded 9%




September 24 - 30, 2026

The Dallas Post Tribune

Page 4

CLASSIFIEDS/NEWS

Foupacar9?

PEST CONTROL

JOB POSTING

SPECIAL ATTENTION FOR:
e Bedbugs

¢ Roaches

¢ Rodents

e Ants

sa | 7| ® Termites

* NOW HIRING *
e Background Check ¢ Drug Test
¢ Polygraph Test ¢ Physical Required

WE TREAT RESIDENTIAL AND

COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES

S & B PEST CONTROL SERVICE
BILLY ROBINSON
214-946-5879 SINCE 1958

Property Management

Attention

IT you are having problems with your rental
property, call us ai (214) 942-3096.
We will collect your rent for vou.
Call us today!

MEMEBEKR OF THE EETTEHR BUSINESS
BUREAL OF METROPDILITAN DALLAS

* We Collect
" We Evict

* We Pul Heliable Tenanis In Your House
Family Owned and Operated

Mir Doy Shkirvmees

B iwl l"fn'n'i‘ll- Ay il B
LONE STAR PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Froperty Management >pecialist

221% Codar € rest Rlva, = Nallas, Tesas TS0
(204 B41-M6

__supboku
" L call today and receive a
FREE SHOWER PACKAGE 2
/~  PLUS $1600 OFF
sarefwsTER 1-855-576-5653

WAI_K—l N TUB

With purchase of alnew Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available
whils supplios 195t No cash value, Must prosent offer at fime of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NGCB 0082699 0083445
[

8|4
S

1 6 2
9 S 38 716

© StatcPoint Mcdia
Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

September 1, 2026

highway market locally.

Mechanic (Field)

Available: multiple openings
Rate: Negotiable

The Dallas Post Tribune
Premise to Live By

»2 PS}

Love of God
IJ"u,,E \Qﬂ
Love of Country )
Love of Self ADVERTISE
_ YOUR
Love of Humanity BUSINESS IN
THE DALLAS
and POST TRIBUNE

The Will to Serve

sales.ads@dallasposttrib.net

Must have own transportation.
Yecars of Expericnce required will vary, from 6 months to 2 ycars (depending on position)
Physical and Drug Screen Required

Must have a Clear Background

Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs.)

Ed Bell Construction Company
An Equal Opportunity Employer

Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing business in the North Texas
market since 1963. With clicnts such as TxDOT, Dallas County Public Works, and the Citics of Dallas,
Fort Worth, Richardson, and Mansfield (plus many others), we have a strong backlog of work in the

We are currently hiring for the following positions:

Laborer (Earthwork)

Form setter (Structures)

Dozer Operator (Earthwork)

Finisher (Structures, Paving)

Batch Plant Operator (Paving)

CDL Drivers (Haul Truck, End Dump, Water Truck)

Must APPLY IN PERSON at 10605 Harry Hines Blvd., Dallas, TX 75220 from 7am-11lam Mon-Fri.
Please visit our website: www.edbellconstruction.com/careers

Or email your resume to: careers@edbellconstruction.com

ADVERTISE

YOUR

BUSINESS

IN

DALLAS

POST

TRIBUNE

NEWSPAPER

2726 S. Beckley Ave.
Dallas, Texas
75224
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positive, hopeful reflections
of what one has endured
and overcome, while other
stories are of unresolved
trauma and internal, moral
conflict. For Jones, his scars
told him the latter, and his
pain manifested in ways
that had him ready to give
up.

“Death is easy. I wasn’t
afraid of death. I was afraid
of living,” he said while re-
flecting on his previous out-
look on life.

A cloud seemed to fol-
low Jones as he battled
health issues, lost loved
ones, and fought drug add-
iction and loneliness.

“Parkland has saved me
many times,” Jones de-
clares, referring to the many
instances of inpatient care
and medical treatment he
received in the hospital.

However, it was his will-

ingness to be saved in the
first place that allowed
Parkland to help.

But letting go of the
wheel and trusting someone
else to drive was unlike
Jones’ nature, especially
considering his distrust of
people began as a child.
Act 1: Drifting

“You're either drifting,
driving or being led,” Jones
said as he described what he
believes are the three stages
of life. “And for the major-
ity of my life, from 10 years
old to 25 years old, I
drifted.”

His childhood got off to
such a rocky start that every
lesson learned—good, bad
or indifferent—was learned
the hard way.

Suicidal. Abused. Frus-
trated. Disappointed. Lost.

“That’s how I grew up,”
Jones said.

Abandoned as a child,
the now 54-year-old grew

up in the foster care system
where he was abused by the
very people entrusted with
his care.

“I was really frustrated
at religion because the
Christians that raised me
were the ones who abused
me,” Jones revealed.

Home, a place of refuge,
turned out to be unsafe,
while a religious affiliation
meant to give direction and
purpose was no longer
trustworthy. This was Jones’
perspective. As a result, he
ran away and relied heavily
on drugs to suppress his
pain.

To feel was to hurt and in
Jones’ own words: “I didn’t
want to feel.”

After some time, he ar-
rived at the steps of who he
calls, “Grandma Edith
Lewis,” who ran a shelter
for troubled children in Gar-
land. Under her care, he
learned how to read and

write and earned his high
school diploma. She also in-
troduced him to boxing,
which led to Regional
Golden Gloves champion-
ships and great success.

He went on to Peru State
College in Nebraska, and
then to the Dallas College
Richland Campus where he
was a top athlete and even
trained others.

“l was a superhero,”
Jones said.

But even superheroes
have weaknesses, and de-
spite feeling better than
ever, his kryptonite came in
the form of cardiovascular
issues.

Act 2: Driving

“From 25 to 40 years
old, I was driving myself.”

And under his own navi-
gation, there was promise
and direction. He secured a
job at the post office while

Continue Afraid Page 6

Quinn Simple Scenes

Nursery rhyme revisit

By Rix Quinn

As I get older, I try to
learn something every day.
That’s not always possible,
because some days I just
watch reruns.

I’m not alone in this
mission. My friend Lucas
spent months trying to read
deeper meanings into old
nursery rthymes.

For instance, “Incy
Wincy Spider climbed up
the water spout. Down
came the rain, and washed
the spider out. Out came
the sun, and dried up all the
rain. And Incy Wincy
Spider climbed up the
spout again.”

Lucas claims this is
about perseverance. Spider
is determined to get to the
top.

My question is: Why
would this arachnid keep
re-climbing? Thirst? To
trap higher-quality insects
at the top? Better access to
the web?

Here’s one of my favor-
ites: “A wise old owl sat in
an oak. The more he heard,
the less he spoke. The less
he spoke, the more he
heard. Why aren’t we all
like that wise old bird?”

Seriously, this is great
advice. Yesterday in the
cafeteria, I listened. Here’s
what I heard.

Two older golfers dis-
cussed a difficult sand trap.
At the next table, a group
of ten gathered to hear their
company’s income report.

Then, amidst this drudg-

ery, two twenty-some-
things sitting next to me —
obviously dating — talked
about their upcoming
weekend in detail. Much
like the owl, I didn’t give a
hoot about the first two
conversations.

But that last dialog was
so spicy I fell out of my
chair trying to hear. I just
told the couple I had a bal-
ance problem.

Want another nursery
song? “If you’re happy and
you know it, clap your
hands. If you’re happy and
you know it, and you really
want to show it, if you’re
happy and you know it,
clap your hands.”

I tried this while walk-
ing downtown last Sat-

urday. Any time I suddenly
felt happy, I started clap-
ping.

This attracted two other
clappers with alternative
rhythms, a harmonica
player, a juggler, and a dog
that walked on its back
legs.

We open next Thursday
night at the civic center.

Your memories are a
priceless gift for your
family. Start writing and
sharing your life story
today using The Life
Writer. I am an official af-
filiate with The Life Writer,
so using my link gives you
a 10% discount while also
supporting my  work:
https://thelifewriter.com/rix
/
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City of Dallas and Dallas Sports Commission Celebrate the 101st
State Fair Classic with ALW Entertainment

Weeklong Celebration Surrounds Annual Historic HBCU Football Showdown Between Prairie View A&M and Grambling State

Grambling State and Prairie View A&M University
Photo Credit: Courtsey

Dallas (September 21, 2026) — The
City of Dallas and the Dallas Sports
Commission will welcome fans from ac-
ross Texas, Louisiana, and beyond to Dal-
las for the 101st annual State Fair Classic,
as Prairie View A&M University and
Grambling State University prepare to
renew one of the most storied rivalries in
HBCU football.

The highly anticipated Southwestern
Athletic Conference matchup will take
place on Saturday, September 26, 2026 at
6 p.m. CT, at the historic Cotton Bowl
Stadium in Fair Park. The State Fair Clas-
sic brings together generations of fans to
celebrate football, music, culture, com-
munity and the rich traditions of Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities.

Dating back to 1985, Grambling State
holds a 28-12 lead in the series following
Prairie View A&M’s victory last year.

“The State Fair Classic is a tradition
that brings together generations of fans
through the shared love of football,
music, culture, and community,” said
Mitchell Glieber, President of the State
Fair of Texas. “As we welcome the Clas-
sic back for its 101st year, we’re proud to
celebrate the history and spirit, while cre-
ating another memorable experience for
families and fans at the State Fair of
Texas.”

The State Fair Classic is renowned for
its pageantry and showmanship, featuring
captivating halftime performances by the
Prairie View A&M University Marching
Storm and Grambling State University's
World Famed Tiger Marching Band. Bey-
ond the game and halftime show, State
Fair Classic tickets provide access to the
State Fair of Texas and the Midway, as
well as pre-and post-game entertainment

on the Chevy Main Stage, including Pykn
Beard, Steve Ray Ladson, The Boykinz
Sisters, and JAYDON.

"For over 50 years, this historic foot-
ball clash on the field has been the center
of my work to grow the State Fair Clas-
sic,” said Al Wash, Founder, ALW Enter-
tainment. “But it goes beyond the game
as this is a celebration of HBCU culture,
entertainment and communities that sup-
ported this tradition and we’re excited to
continue building on that legacy as we
head into the 101st year of the State Fair
Classic this week."

The State Fair Classic’s history dates
back to 1925, when Wiley College faced
Langston University in the inaugural
game. More than a century later, Prairie
View A&M and Grambling State will
continue the tradition, bringing alumni,
students, fans, and families together in
Dallas for one of the nation's enduring
HBCU football traditions. The 101st State
Fair Classic will also feature a slate of
events and activities surrounding the
game, creating a weekly celebration of
HBCU culture, athletics and community.

“The State Fair Classic is a tremendous
example of the power of sports to bring
people together and create lasting experi-
ences in our community,” said Monica
Paul, Executive Director of the Dallas
Sports Commission. “For over a century,
this tradition has connected generations
of HBCU fans to Dallas, and we’re proud
to welcome it back to the city for another
year of this iconic rivalry.”

Schedule of Events

Thursday, September 24
* 5:30 PM VIP Reception (Invite
Only)
* 7:00 PM Run it Up State Fair Clas-
sic HBCU Run

Friday, September 25
e 4:00 PM Collie J. Nicholson North

Dallas Chapter Happy Hour

* 5:00 PM State Fair Classic Celeb-
rity Meet & Greet

* 6:00 PM 28th Annual Scholarship
Gala & Silent Auction

* 7:00 PM UNTIL Welcome Soiree
— Grambling State University Metro
DFW Alumni Chapter

* 8:00 PM Club Odyssey Welcome
to Dallas Party

Saturday, September 26
* 8:00 AM Grambling State Univer-
sity Metro DFW Alumni Chapter and
Lancaster High School Marching
Band High School Battle of the
Bands and Dance Squads
* 3:30 PM Pre-game Performance:
SWAC Country Showdown with per-
formances by Country artists PYNK
BEARD, STEVE RAY LADSON,
THE BOYKINZ (Chevy Main Stage)
hosted by Fat Daddy
* 6:00 PM Kickoff: Prairie View
A&M Panthers vs Grambling State
University Tigers

National Anthem: Performed by Vir-
Linda Stanton (Tyler Texas Native)
Black National Anthem: Performed by
American Idol Top 20 performer Maki-
yah
Opening Prayer: Rev. Frederick Doug-
las Haynes, III
* 5th Quarter: Battle of the Bands
with PVAMU and GSU
* 8:30 PM Post-Game Concert: Jay-
don

Sunday, September 27
* 10:00 AM Worship Service at
Friendship West Baptist Church

For additional information about the
State Fair Classic, including how to
purchase tickets, visit statefairclassic-
football.com.
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Get ready to vote

Carol Paiz Rodriguez

DALLAS ¥
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#DallasiSDVotes

Election Day is almost
here, and it is a good time
to make sure all eligible
voters are prepared to
make their mark.

The deadline to register to
vote is Monday, Oct. 5.
Early voting will run from
Monday, Oct. 19 to Friday,
Oct. 30. Registered voters
can cast their ballot at any
early voting location in

their county of registration.

To find a polling location,
use the My Voter Portal,
which will show locations
two days prior to the first
day of early voting.

On Election Day, Nov. 3,
all Dallas ISD schools will

be closed and voters can
go to any location in their
county of registration.
Polls are open from 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m. at all polling lo-
cations. For questions,
consult the County Elec-
tions Office.
Under Texas law, voters
must present one of the
following seven acceptable
forms of identification at
the polls when voting in
person:

» Texas driver's li-

cense issued by the

Texas Department of

Public Safety

+ Texas Election Iden-

tification Certificate

issued by DPS
+ Texas personal iden-
tification card issued
by DPS
» Texas handgun li-
cense issued by DPS
* United States mili-
tary identification card
containing the person’s
photograph
» United States cit-
izenship certificate
containing the person’s
photograph or
* Passport
Celebrate exercising your
right to vote by showcas-
ing your “I Voted” sticker
on social media using the
hashtag #DallasISD Votes.

Continued Page 4

‘I Wasn’t Afraid of
Death. I Was Afraid
of Living’

continuing to work out and
train, but most importantly,
he reconnected with his
biological mother.

“This helped to heal my
heart,” Jones said about the
long-awaited reunion. “I
had so much anger and re-
sented women because my
mother left when I was a
child, then I was abused in
the foster home.”

He had weathered pot-
hole after pothole, but in
April 2012, his road pre-
sented a sinkhole he could-
n't simply drive around.

He had a stroke. Six
months later, he lost his
job.

With no employment
and no ability to train at the
gym as he had his entire
adult life, Jones spiraled
into depression.

Many difficult years fol-
lowed. In 2019, congestive
heart failure brought him
to Parkland, for the first of
three heart surgeries. Two
more procedures followed
in 2022 and 2024.

But it was in the after-
math of his first operation
that his biological
mother—whom he had
grown especially close
to—passed away and his
depression worsened.

“I tried to overdose. I
tried to kill myself. I was
justifying suicide,” Jones

recalled.

He survived being shot
twice, being drugged and
left for dead, while also en-
during the deaths of his
biological mother and,
later, his foster mother.

Jones credits Parkland
with helping him survive
repeated medical crises.
But looking back, he also
believes his faith gave him
a reason to keep going, de-
spite the complicated rela-
tionship with Christianity
that began during his child-
hood.

“I didn’t want to miss
God by killing myself.
There was a feeling inside
of me that knew something
[God] existed, I just could-
n’t put my finger on it,”
Jones said.

Act 3: Being Led

Turning his life around
was anything but easy. His
hardest lesson, however,
was learning that he had to
relinquish control, stop
driving and allow God to
take the wheel.

“I’m being led by God
while I'm riding in the
back of the truck.”

In addition to the heart
surgeries he underwent at
Parkland, Jones also en-
tered therapy and credits
Mental Health Counselor
Carlos Ramon for helping
rehabilitate his mind.

“Parkland saved my
life,” he said. “From the
surgeries to the counseling,
down to the medicine
they’ve given me.”

Now Jones is using the
rest of his nine lives to en-
courage others by sharing
not only his story, but also
the faith that has guided his
recovery. He has published
two books and is working
on two more, all centered
on his Christian faith and
his commitment to serving
others.

“The last seven years
have been the most trium-
phant time in my life be-
cause I’ve grown mentally
and spiritually,” Jones
proudly proclaimed. “Ev-
eryone 1 ever loved is
gone, but I still have mini-
stry and mentorship.”

Some scars, like the
emotional wound left by
his mother’s death, remain
unhealed, but the mem-
ories from his darkest
times serve a new purpose.
They no longer haunt or
represent unresolved
trauma, instead, reminding
Jones what he’s overcome
and has been delivered
from.

He may not be driving
himself anymore, but even
from the back of the truck,
the journey and destination
have never been clearer.
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HEALTH

than ever.

o Stay active with balance and strength exercises.
o Ask your healthcare provider about your fall risk.
e Review your medicines with your doctor or pharmacist.

¢ Get your eyes and hearing checked every year.

Prevent Falls. Protect Your Independence

Growing older doesn't mean giving up your independence. One of the best ways to stay active and
keep doing the things you love is by preventing falls.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) says more than 14 million adults age 65
and older report falling each year. That's about 1 in 4 older adults. About 37% of those falls cause
injury, resulting in an estimated 9 million injuries every year. Falls remain the leading cause of
injury among older adults, but many can be prevented with simple changes.

LaTrica Rhynes-Hicks, PhD, Clinic Educator in Parkland Health’s Center for Geriatric Care and
Healthy Aging, says the growing number of older adults makes fall prevention more important

“More than 10,000 U.S. baby boomers turn 65 each day, meaning nearly seven people reach that
milestone every minute,” she explains. “This increases the likelihood that fall-related injuries and
deaths will leap in the coming years. That’s why preventing falls is a top priority for older adults,
their families and caregivers.”

Dr. Rhynes-Hicks recommends these simple steps to lower your risk of falling:

o Remove clutter, improve lighting and install grab bars at home.
e Stay connected with family and friends who can help if needed.

Growing older is a part of life, but a fall doesn’t have to be. Taking small steps today can help you
stay safe, healthy, and independent. Learn more about Parkland’s geriatric services at
www.parklandhealth.org/geriatrics.
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