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“”
 

“Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in life as by 
the obstacles which he has overcome while trying to succeed.”  

—Booker T. Washington” 

 

Grammys Open Black 
History Month as  
Michael Jackson’s 
Story Heads to the  

Big Screen 
 

 By Stacy M. Brown

Lionsgate has released a 
new trailer for “Michael,” 
its long-anticipated biopic 
charting Jackson’s rise from 
his earliest days with the 
Jackson 5 to his emergence 
as a global phenomenon. 
The film seeks to balance 
the spectacle of his success 
with the complexity of the 
man behind the music. 

Taking on the title role is 
Jaafar Jackson, Michael 
Jackson’s nephew, in his 
first major film perform-
ance. The film is directed by 

Antoine Fuqua from a 
screenplay by John Logan. 

Fuqua has expressed 
strong confidence in Jack-
son’s portrayal. “But most 
importantly, it’s Jaafar who 
embodies Michael,” Fuqua 
told People. “It goes beyond 
the physical resemblance. 
It’s Michael’s spirit that 
comes through in a magical 
way. You have to experience 
it to believe it.” 

The film tells the story  
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History Will Remember Who 
Spoke and Who Hid 

 
By Stacy M. Brown 

America watched it 
happen in real time. 

Journalists were arrested 
for doing their jobs. Not in 
some distant dictatorship. 
Not under cover of night in 
a failed state. In the United 
States of America. 

Don Lemon. Georgia 
Fort. Trahem Jeen Crews. 
Jamael Lydell Lundy. 

Their crime was witness-
ing power and reporting it. 

While the arrests were 
immediate and the outrage 
was instant, the courage was 
nowhere to be found. 

Yes, statements poured 
in. Carefully worded. Prop-
erly formatted. Issued by 
politicians, civil rights or-
ganizations, advocacy 
groups, and celebrities. Con-
demnations. Expressions of 
concern. Warnings about 
precedent. All of it swift. All 
of it predictable. All of it ul-
timately safe. 

 
And yet, here we are. 
 

The arrests were not a 
misunderstanding. They 
were not overzealous en-
forcement. They were not a 
procedural error to be cor-
rected quietly. They were a 
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“History Will Remember”

Jasmine Crockett, left, and James Talarico, Democratic  
candidates for U.S. Senate. Photo Credit: U.S. House of  

Representatives, The Texas Tribune

 

On the issues: a Q&A 
with the Texas  

Democrats running  
for U.S. Senate  

 
By Kayla Guo and Gabby Birenbaum 

In a rare opportunity for 
Texas Democrats, this 
year’s primary for U.S. 
Senate features a highly 
competitive race between 
two rising stars with na-
tional audiences and strong 
fundraising abilities.  

U.S. Rep. Jasmine 
Crockett of Dallas is facing 
off against her former legis-
lative colleague, state Rep. 
James Talarico of Austin, to 
be the party’s 2026 stan-
dard-bearer atop the ticket. 
The winner will face off 
against the prevailing Re-

publican this November in 
what’s expected to be an 
uphill battle, given that no 
Democrat has won state-
wide office in Texas since 
1994. 
The stakes are high.  

The U.S. Senate is cur-
rently made up of 53 Re-
publicans and 47 
Democrats, with Repub-
lican Vice President JD 
Vance able to cast tiebreak-
ing votes. Turning Texas’ 
seat blue would be a major 
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A documentary that puts 
Alabama prisons in the 
spotlight is now in the run-
ning for one of the most 
well-known, prestigious 
awards in Hollywood — an 

Oscar. Nominees for the 
98th Academy Awards were 
announced Thursday. “The 
Alabama Solution” is one 
of five films nominated in 
the documentary feature 

 
 

Alabama Prison  
Documentary ‘The  
Alabama Solution’ 

Earns Oscar  
Nomination  

 
By Lisa Crane | WVTM |  

The Birmingham Times / NNPA 

film category. 
It’s a sobering look at life 

behind bars in Alabama 
prisons. Most of the video 
in the documentary, “The 
Alabama Solution,” is shot 
by inmates themselves, on 
contraband cellphones. It’s 
graphic and, at times, diffi-
cult to watch. Former cor-
rections officer Stacy 
George is a part of the doc-
umentary. He called it an 
accurate depiction of what 
an Alabama prison inmate 
faces. 

“These things are real. I 
mean, there’s a lot of abuse, 
and there’s a lot of neglect. 
I saw boxes that said ‘not 

for human consumption’ on 
the boxes; they feed them,” 
George said. 

Some say part of the 
problem is the secrecy. Not 
many people from the out-
side ever get to see inside 
Alabama prisons. Even 
journalists aren’t allowed to 
get close. We’re kept about 
a mile away from St. Clair 
Correctional Facility. That’s 
as close as we’re allowed to 
be. 

George claims the cul-
ture is the real problem. He 
said, sadly, many of the cor-
rections officers are simply 
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‘The Alabama Solution,’ documentary chronicling the 
horrific conditions inside the state’s prison system, pre-

mieres at Sundance and has now been nominated  
for an Academy Award. (HBO)/ Photo Credit: NNPA

Photo Credit: NNPA Files

Photo Credb: NNPA Files
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The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

Should you believe what 
you see? Can your eyes play 
tricks on you? Can emotions 
get in the way of making 
good decisions? 

Depending upon who you 
are and the circumstances at 
the time, you will get differ-
ent responses to those ques-
tions. There are several 
different factors that go into 
these assessments. 

Back in the day, what hap-
pened in Minneapolis, Min-
nesota, with two people 
being killed within days 
probably would not have 
been caught on tape. We did-
n’t have the technology then, 
but we have it now. 

These days, everyone has 
some type of device they can 
use to videotape. The phrase 
“caught on tape” applies to 
what was filmed in Minnea-
polis over the past few 
weeks. 

What is so troubling about 
these tragedies is that this ad-
ministration uses the same 

explanation and justification 
to describe every action that 
ICE takes. Having sympathy 
for the victims’ families isn’t 
expressed. They have no in-
tention of acknowledging 
the hurt caused by this 
agency. 

The ICE leader, Gregory 
Bovino, has left Minneapo-
lis. Most believe that admin-
istration officials told him to 
leave. His leadership was 
embarrassing and just plain 
bad. Tom Homan, a career 
law enforcement officer and 
the border czar, has replaced 
him. 

What will happen in the 
“City of Lakes” next is 
anyone’s guess. There was a 
lack of direction in the city 
when Bovino was in charge. 
Traditional police personnel 
were left with no real au-
thority over their own city. 
Federal folks just came in 
and snatched it away. Maybe 
things will be different now. 
We’ll see. 

Chief of Minneapolis Po-
lice, Brian O’Hara, said, 
“People have had enough.” 
About Alex Pretti, he said, 
“This is an individual who 
was a city resident. It ap-
pears that he was exercising 
his First Amendment rights 
to record law enforcement 
activity and also exercising 

his Second Amendment 
rights to be lawfully armed 
in a public space in the city. 
So, I think very obviously, 
there are some serious ques-
tions that are being raised.” 

What is happening in 
Minneapolis has drawn the 
attention of all citizens who 
believe in fairness and jus-
tice. What matters least is 
your party affiliation, as 
both sides are speaking out. 

Rep. Michael McCaul 
(R-Texas), the former chair 
of the House Homeland Se-
curity Committee, said, “I 
am troubled by the events 
that have unfolded in Min-
neapolis. As an attorney and 
former federal prosecutor, I 
believe a thorough investi-
gation is necessary both to 
get to the bottom of these in-
cidents and to maintain 
Americans’ confidence in 
our judicial system.” 

Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-Min-
nesota), whose district in-
cludes parts of Minneapolis, 
said, “It is beyond shameful 
these federal agents are tar-
geting our residents instead 
of protecting them.” 

Americans, because of 
the media coverage, are get-
ting a first-hand account 
about the feelings and atti-
tudes of the people there. We 
are realizing that what is tak-

ing place there could be tak-
ing place in our com-
munities as well. This is our 
America, and this should not 
be happening. 

Poll numbers don’t favor 
what is happening in Minne-
apolis. Quinnipiac Univer-
sity Polling Analyst, Tim 
Malloy, said, “More than 
eight in ten American voters 
say they’ve seen the video.” 
It is my opinion, which is 
shared by many, that the 
shootings of Ms. Good and 
Mr. Pretti were avoidable 
and didn’t have to happen. 

ICE has gone too far. 
Even loyalists to the new ad-
ministration have admitted 
as such. Human life is too 
precious to be used for polit-
ical gain. Those families are 
hurt forever. 

As tensions mount in 
Minneapolis, will ICE leave 
the city? Can the new lead-
ership of it make a differ-
ence in how the laws are 
enforced? 

All these questions will 
be answered in the days to 
come. I do know that the 
city cannot continue this 
way. Right now, at this very 
second, the city of Minnea-
polis, Minnesota, is over-
whelmed with fear, 
apprehension, and intimida-
tion. This is no way to live. 

 

Citizens Shot, Protests Continue, 
and The City of Minneapolis  

Is In Turmoil 
By James B. Ewers Jr., Ed. 

Dr. James Ewers

 

The National Protest Must Be 
Accompanied by Our Votes 

 
By: Dr. John E. Warren, Publisher 
San Diego Voice & Viewpoint Newspaper 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, NNPA 

 
Dr. John E. Warren

As thousands of Ameri-
cans march every week in 
cities across this great na-
tion, it must be remembered 
that the protest without the 
vote is of no concern to 
Donald Trump and his Ad-
ministration. In every city, 
there is a personal connec-
tion to the U.S. Congress. In 
too many cases, the member 
of Congress representing 
the people of that city and 

the Congressional District 
in which it sits is a Repub-
lican. It is the Republicans 
who are giving silent sup-
port to the destructive ac-
tions of those persons like 
the Attorney General, the 
Director of Homeland Se-
curity, and the National In-
telligence Director, who 
are carrying out the Re-
venge Campaign of the 
President rather than up-
holding the Oath of Office 
each of them took “To De-
fend The Constitution of 
the United States." 

 Just as Donald Trump is 
gathering election data like 
having the FBI take all the 
election data in Georgia 
from the 2020 election, so 
must we organize in prepa-
ration for the coming Pri-
mary Season, to have the 
right people on ballots in 
each Republican District, 

so that we can regain con-
trol of the House of Repre-
sentatives and by doing so, 
restore the separation of 
powers and balance that 
our democracy is being de-
prived of. 

 In California, the Pri-
mary comes in June 2026. 
The Congressional races 
must be a priority just as 
much as the local elections 
of people have been so im-
portant in keeping ICE 
from acquiring facilities to 
build more prisons around 
the country. 

 “We the People” are 
winning this battle, even 
though it might not look 
like it. Each of us must get 
involved now, right where 
we are. In this Black His-
tory month, it is important 
to remember that all we 
have accomplished in this 
nation has been “In spite 

of” and not “because of”. 
Frederick Douglas said, 
“Power concedes nothing 
without a struggle.” Today, 
the struggle is to maintain 
our very institutions and 
history. Our strength in this 
struggle rests in our “col-
lectiveness”. Our news-
papers and journalists are 
at the greatest risk. We 
must not personally add to 
the attack by ignoring those 
who have been our very 
foundation, our Black 
Press. 

 Are you spending your 
dollars this Black History 
Month with those who sa-
lute and honor contrib-
utions by supporting those 
who tell our stories? 

Remember that silence 
is the same as consent and 
support for the opposition. 
Where do you stand and 
where will your dollars go? 
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Statepoint Crossword Puzzle 
Theme:   U.S. PRESIDENTS 

 
ACROSS 
1. Action word 
5. Sierra Nevada, e.g. 
8. Do like Lindsey Vonn 
11. Sheltered, nautically speaking 
12. a.k.a. Daminozide 
13. a.k.a. tangelos 
15. Ladder crosspiece 
16. Rigatoni relative 
17. Earth tremor 
18. *Buchanan's or Lincoln's birth place (2 
words) 
20. Odds' partners 
21. Completely dedicated (2 words) 
22. Street in France 
23. *The Era of Good Feelings president 
26. Ground red peppers spice 
30. Paleozoic or Victorian, e.g. 
31. Talking pet 
34. Flock's affirmation 
35. Phonograph media 
37. It doesn't mix with water 
38. Key, in Spanish 
39. Letter before kappa 
40. Conjured 
42. Bathtub hooch 
43. "You don't bring me flowers ____" 
45. Silvery-white, in heraldry 
47. The night before 
48. Add something extra (2 words) 
50. Eye rakishly 
52. *Millard's last name 
55. Unwelcome software message 
56. Double reed woodwind 
57. Actress Sorvino 
59. Carell on "The Office" 
60. Falling out 
61. Grand in scale 
62. *Buchanan who ran for president in 1992 and 
1996 
63. Dental school alternative to MCAT 
64. Tiresias in "Oedipus Rex," e.g. 
 

 
 
DOWN 
1. Variable, abbr. 
2. Twelfth month of Jewish civil year 
3. *Attorney General under Bill Clinton 
4. Panhandler 
5. "My wife can vouch for me", e.g. 
6. Ancient Romans' language 
7. Julia Roberts' Academy Award-winning role 
8. Went down slippery slope 
9. Gene Simmons' rock band 
10. Belief or philosophy 
12. Popular flowering shrub 
13. Deplete (2 words) 
14. *Eisenhower or Grant, pre-presidency 
19. Horse hoof sounds 
22. One in Dean Martin's pack? 
23. Means of mass communication 
24. Belted starman 
25. Highly unpleasant 
26. *Between Tyler and Taylor 
27. Visual representation 
28. Macaulay Culkin's famous character 
29. Beside, archaic 
32. *Karl ____, "The Architect" of George W. 
Bush's campaigns 
33. Grande or Bravo, e.g. 
36. *Nickname for Kennedy's presidency 
38. Read-only memory device 
40. Before, old-fashioned 
41. Aerie baby 
44. Blatant 
46. Mythological garden guardians 
48. Fibula's partner 
49. Marriott hotel brand 
50. "Blackfish" (2013) subject 
51. Small cave 
52. *Model T namesake or U.S. President 
53. Ready for picking 
54. Lake north of Cleveland 
55. Clairvoyance 
58. Acronym, abbr.

 

-  U.S. PRESIDENTS - 
(Solution will appear in February 12 edition) 

Peter’s Warning Concerning  
False Teachers 

II Peter 2:1-9 
Rev. Johnny Calvin Smith  

Having dealt with the 
Transfiguration experience, 
in which the Lord was glo-
riously transfigured before 
His three disciples (Peter, 
James, and John), and men-
tioning the fact that we 
have a sure word and 
prophecy, Peter will now 
alert us to the danger of 
false teachers and the im-
pact of their damnable 
teachings.  As believers, we 
must understand that a false 
teacher is not always a per-
son who teaches false doc-
trine out of ignorance.   

A false teacher is one 
who knows the truth, but 
who deliberately teaches 
lies that he might promote 
himself, get financial gain 
from his followers (II Peter 
2:3, 14), and be able to live 
in sin to please himself (II 
Peter 2:10, 13-14, 18-19).  
He uses deceptive means (II 

Peter 2:1, 3) and twists the 
word of God to suit his 
fancies!  A false teacher is 
very familiar with our vo-
cabulary, but not our dic-
tionary!  It is not what a 
man says, but what he 
means by what he is saying! 

II Peter 2:1-9 may be 
outlined as follows:  I.  The 
Deportment of False 
Teachers – II Peter 2:1-3; II. 
The False Teachers’ De-
struction and the Deliver-
ance of the Saints – II Peter 
2:4-9. 

 
I.  The Deportment of 
False Teachers – II 
Peter 2:1-3 
 

In verse 1, Peter informs 
us that these false teachers 
have made their insidious 
invasion among us, teach-
ing their destructive 
heresies.  A heresy is de-

fined as a belief or opinion 
contrary to orthodox reli-
gious (especially Christian) 
doctrine.  These Satan 
counterfeits’ heresies were 
denying the Sovereign Lord 
who bought them!  The de-
structive heresies of the 
false teachers were leading 
people away from Christ 
and thus to spiritual ruin.  
You might be asking: “How 
can these false proclaimers 
(teachers) be among us, 
even being bought by the 
Lord, and be destined for 
destruction?”   It is a para-
mount truth that the death 
of Christ is sufficient for all 
men; however, Christ’s 
death is only efficient for 
those who believe.  These 
false proclaimers were pro-
fessors, but not possessors! 

In verses 2-3, these false 
teachers have many fol-
lowers.  Many people fol-

low these false teachers in 
their pernicious (shameful) 
ways.  These false teachers 
use feigned (counterfeit) 
words for their own merce-
nary interests.  They fab-
ricate stories in order to 
deceive others; however, 
God will bring judgment on 
these false teachers!   

Having discussed I.  The 
Deportment of False 
Teachers – II Peter 2:1-3, 
let us now observe II. The 
False Teachers’ Destruction 
and the Deliverance of the 
Saints – II Peter 2:4-9. 

 
II. The False Teachers’ 
Destruction and the 
Deliverance of the 
Saints  
– II Peter 2:4-9 

 
Peter cites several his-

torical occurrences of 
God’s judgment in order to 

confirm that God will judge 
false teachers and others 
who sin against Him and 
His Word.  

In verse 4, the fallen an-
gels who rebelled with 
Satan (Ezekiel 28:15) were 
punished by God and have 
been plunged into a place 
called “tartarus”, waiting on 
their ultimate confinement 
to the eternal lake of fire.  
Not only have some of the 
fallen angels been pun-
ished, but also during the 
antediluvian period, God 
wiped out that whole 
wicked civilization with the 
exception of eight souls (v. 
5).  In verse 6, God also 
brought destruction on 
Sodom and Gomorrah for 
their wickedness by fire.   

Having cited three ex-
amples of God’s judgment 
(vv. 4-6), Peter points out 
that God is able to preserve 

and deliver His true saints 
(as with Noah and his 
family and Lot).  The un-
just will ultimately be pun-
ished in the lake of fire; 
however, God continues 
their punishment in this life 
(Romans 1:27b) and in 
hades after death (Luke 
16:23). 

Thank God that He pre-
serves and will deliver us.  
Even in the midst of an 
apostate period, God can 
and will deliver, for Jude 
24-25 says: “Now unto 
Him that is able to keep 
you from falling, and to 
present you faultless before 
the presence of His glory 
with exceeding joy, To the 
only God our Saviour, be 
glory and majesty, domin-
ion and power both now 
and ever. Amen” 

 
May God Bless!
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procedural error to be cor-
rected quietly. They were a 
deliberate, calculated escala-
tion. A message. A threat. A 
line drawn by an administra-
tion that has made clear it no 
longer recognizes limits. 

This was a 9/11-style as-
sault on the First Amend-
ment. Not because of the 
body count, but because of 
the consequence. After 9/11, 
Americans woke up in a 
country where rights could 
be suspended in the name of 
power. After these arrests, 
journalists woke up in a 
country where truth itself is 
treated as a threat. 

The facts are damning. 
Federal agents arrested jour-
nalists after a federal magis-
trate judge declined to issue 
warrants. Charges were pur-
sued over the reported ob-
jections of career 
prosecutors. Journalists 
were detained overnight. All 
of it aimed squarely at re-
porting on federal agent ac-
tivity and public protest. 

The American Civil Lib-
erties Union did not mince 
words. Esha Bhandari called 
it extremely concerning. 
Deepinder Mayell warned 
that arresting journalists 
should alarm everyone. Am-
nesty International labeled it 
an authoritarian practice. 
Public Citizen called it an 

egregious violation of the 
First Amendment. 

They are all correct. And 
still insufficient. 

Because this is not only 
about the press. It is about 
who the press is. 

This is an assault on 
Black journalists. 

Georgia Fort is an 
Emmy-winning Minnesota-
based journalist whose re-
porting has centered on 
communities too often ig-
nored. Don Lemon is a 
global figure who dared to 
criticize power and refused 
to flinch. Jamael Lundy and 
Trahem Jeen Crews were 
documenting protests and 
state force the way journal-
ists have always done in mo-

ments of upheaval. 
There is no coincidence 

here. Black journalists have 
always occupied the most 
dangerous intersection in 
American history. Truth and 
Blackness have always been 
treated as insurgencies. 

The Black Press of Amer-
ica was born before the end 
of slavery. Two hundred 
years ago, Black journalists 
understood what many still 
refuse to admit. That power 
does not yield to politeness. 
That silence is collaboration. 
That the truth must be 
printed even when it invites 
retaliation. 

In 2027, the Black Press 
will mark its 200th anniver-
sary. It has survived slave 

catchers, lynch mobs, Jim 
Crow, COINTELPRO, red-
lining, FBI surveillance, ad-
vertising boycotts, and 
government intimidation. It 
has survived because Black 
journalists understood that 
the price of silence is always 
higher than the cost of cou-
rage. 

And yet today, as federal 
agents arrest journalists, as 
citizens are killed by 
masked officers in broad 
daylight, as norms collapse, 
and as civil rights are 
stripped away piece by 
piece, the question remains 
unanswered. 

Where is the real push-
back? 

Where is the Republican 

willing to risk a career? 
Where is the Democrat 

willing to shut down busi-
ness as usual? 

Where is the senator will-
ing to grind the chamber to 
a halt? 

Where is the Supreme 
Court justice willing to 
speak before history forces 
their silence to speak for 
them? 

Statements are not resist-
ance. Press releases do not 
stop authoritarianism. Care-
fully calibrated outrage does 
not reverse the collapse of  
of democracy. 

Democratic Leader  
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 Valentine’s Day 
By Rix Quinn 

Millions celebrate Feb-
ruary 14 by giving 
flowers, candy, and cards 
to express romantic love. 
And some buy presents 
for their spouses, too. 

Yes, Valentine’s Day 
offers ladies the opportu-
nity to declare affection-
ate thoughts with a lovely 
card. Many men, ho-
wever, know they should 
spend a lot of money, or 
else they might experi-
ence discomfort. 

In ancient times, pre-
historic man gave his girl-
friend a practical gift – 
like a goat – to show ad-
miration. His girlfriend 
and her family could feed 

from it. This was called 
“milking a compliment.” 

It’s speculated that Val-
entine’s Day originated 
2500 years ago as Luper-
calia, a festival to honor 
the god Lupercus with a 
lottery. Young ladies put 
their names in a giant 
container, and young men 
randomly drew a partner. 

At the end of a year – 
if the man wasn’t either 
married or dead – he 
could draw for a different 
partner. About this same 
time, the card-giving tra-
dition started, too. Post-
age was really cheap back 
then, because air mail was 
delivered by pigeon. 

Today, just about ev-
erybody celebrates Valen-
tine’s Day. Elementary 
school children exchange 
cards with classmates. 

Middle schoolers write 
anonymous notes to their 
secret crushes. Older 
teens might bestow pres-
ents, kisses, or mononu-
cleosis. 
 
If you’re a guy, here 
are three hints: 

1. Buy your girlfriend 
a corsage. 
2. Pick out a real 
mushy card for her. 
Look for romantic 
messages full of 
words like “sweet,” 

“love,” or “honey.” 
Avoid rhymes that 
contain the words 
“contagious” or 
“burp.” 
3. Finally, take her to 
a nice restaurant for 
dinner. But go in-
doors, don't use the 
drive-through. 

      
FAMILY MEMORY 
BOOK? -- Turn old 
thoughts into a new 
memory book, for a  

very affordable price. 
For more details and a 
nice discount, contact  

Memorygram.com, 
 and insert the discount 

code rix20

SPECIAL ATTENTION FOR: 
• Bedbugs 
• Roaches 
• Rodents 
• Ants 
• Termites

* NOW HIRING * 
• Background Check • Drug Test 

• Polygraph Test • Physical Required

S & B PEST CONTROL SERVICE 
BILLY ROBINSON 

214-946-5879 SINCE 1958

WE TREAT RESIDENTIAL AND  
COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES

PEST CONTROL

LEGAL NOTICE
 

Application has been made with the Texas  
Alcoholic Beverage Commission for a BQ Wine 
and Beer Retailer’s Off-Premise Permit by Super 
Target Liquor of Texas, Inc. dba Target Store  
T-2907, to be located at 655 W Illinois Avenue, 
Suite 300, Dallas, Dallas County, TX 75224.  
Officers of said corporation are Lisa Roath,  
President, and Aileen Guiney, Director & Officer. 

 
February is Black History Month

 

NEWSTEXAS LOTTERY
Continued Senate Page 1 

 
victory for Democrats that 
would simplify their diffi-
cult path to 51 seats and re-
establish them as a viable 
opposition party in Texas, 
where Republicans have 
prevailed by wide margins 
in recent statewide elec-
tions. 

U.S. senators are elected 
to six-year terms in Con-
gress’ 100-member upper 
chamber. They vote on crit-
ical federal legislation, from 
annual spending bills to 
military policy to ratifying 
treaties. Presidential Cabi-
net and judicial appoint-
ments must be confirmed by 
the Senate. 

To help primary voters 
distinguish between Crock-
ett and Talarico, we asked 
the candidates to share their 
views on a variety of issues 
ranging from immigration 
and energy to taxes and ar-
tificial intelligence. See 
where they stand, and how 
they differ. 

 
This article has been 

shorten for space. Con-
tinued online. 

 
<link rel="canonical" 

href="https://www.texas-
tribune.org/2026/02/04/on-
the-issues-a-qa-with-the-te

xas-democrats-running-
for-u-s-senate/" /> 

 
This article first appeared 

on The Texas Tribune. 

Texaslottery.com is the official source for all pertinent game information. Game closing procedures may be initiated 
for documented business reasons. These games may have prizes unclaimed, including top prizes. In addition, game 
closing procedures will be initiated when all top prizes have been claimed. During closing, games may be sold even 
after all top prizes have been claimed. Must be 18 or older to purchase a ticket. PLAY RESPONSIBLY. For help with a 
gambling problem, ncpgambling.org. © 2026 Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation.

LEGAL NOTICE
These Texas Lottery scratch ticket games will be closing soon:

Game # Game Name / Odds $ Official Close  
of Game

End Validations 
Date

2586 Million Dollar Loteria 
Overall Odds are 1 in 3.29 $20 2/28/26 8/27/26

2617 $5,000 Blitz  
Overall Odds are 1 in 4.75 $1 3/25/26 9/21/26

2614 Break the Bank 
Overall Odds are 1 in 4.80 $2 3/25/26 9/21/26

2651 Lady Luck Multiplier 
Overall Odds are 1 in 4.34 $5 3/25/26 9/21/26

2657 JAWS 
Overall Odds are 1 in 4.19 $5 3/25/26 9/21/26

2474 $250 Grand 
Overall Odds are 1 in 3.86 $10 3/25/26 9/21/26

2494 Dazzling Winnings 
Overall Odds are 1 in 3.82 $10 3/25/26 9/21/26

2620 $500,000 Blitz 
Overall Odds are 1 in 3.83 $10 3/25/26 9/21/26

2630 Colossal Cash 
Overall Odds are 1 in 3.41 $20 3/25/26 9/21/26
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S P O R T S / N E W S  P A G E

Thursday, Feb. 5

H -69° 
L -49° 

Wednesday, Feb. 11Tuesday, Feb. 10Monday, Feb. 9

H -79° 
  L -63*°

H - 79° 
L - 60°

Sunday, Feb.  8

 H -80° 
 L - 60°

Friday, Feb. 6

H  77° 
L -51°

Saturday, Feb. 7

H -73° 
L -56°°

H -78° 
L -59° 

7 Day Weather Forecast for DFW

 

Statepoint Crossword Puzzle 
Solution: January 29 - LOVE'S IN THE AIR 

Continued Page 3 
“History Will Remember” 

 
Hakeem Jeffries said the 
American people are de-
manding accountability. 
Senate Democratic Leader 
Chuck Schumer called the 
arrest of Don Lemon a dark 
message to journalists ev-
erywhere. Mayor Karen 
Bass called it an egregious 
assault on constitutionally 
protected rights. Rev. Al 
Sharpton called it a sledge-
hammer to the knees of the 
First Amendment. Senators 
Bernie Sanders and Eliza-
beth Warren warned of tin-
pot dictatorship and 

spine-chilling assaults on 
press freedom. 

They are right. And still 
the arrests happened. 

ICE continues to occupy 
communities. Federal 
power continues to be 
weaponized. The Depart-
ment of Justice continues 
to be bent toward ven-
geance rather than law. The 
Federal Reserve is looted 
in plain sight. Racism is no 
longer dog whistled. It is 
sanctioned. The ambition is 
not governance. It is dom-
ination. 

So when the history 
books are written, the ones 
not erased or rewritten by 

this administration, who 
will be remembered as 
having the guts to stand 
up? 
It may not be the ones 
with titles. It may not be 
the ones with gavels. It 
may not be the ones with 
lifetime appointments. 
 
It may be the journalists. 
 

It may be Georgia Fort, 
standing in a church, doc-
umenting power intruding 
on sacred space. 

It may be Don Lemon, 
livestreaming protest while 
knowing exactly how 
much the administration 

despises him. 
It may be Black journal-

ists who once again find 
themselves on the front 
lines, absorbing the blows 
meant for democracy itself. 

No matter what ails 
America, history shows the 
same pattern. Black Amer-
ica bleeds first. Black 
America resists longest. 
Black America saves what 
others abandon. 

The question is not 
whether this moment will 
be remembered. 

The question is who will 
be remembered with honor. 

Silence will answer for 
everyone else. 

Continued Oscar Page 1 
 
bullies. 

“If they come down 
here to Birmingham and 
they want to be a police of-
ficer, the first thing they 
probably do will take a 
mental evaluation test. 
Well, if that officer wants 
to be an officer, if he fails 
that test, guess where the 
next place he goes to get a 
job. It’s with the Alabama 
Department of Correc-
tions,” George said. 

Gov. Kay Ivey’s press 
secretary released a state-
ment saying, “We already 
knew the Oscars had a low 
bar, but as far as correc-
tions goes, there has never 

been an Alabama governor 
more dedicated to solving 
the longstanding chal-
lenges facing the system 
than Governor Ivey. From 
recruiting a record number 
of corrections officers to 
doing sentencing reforms 
to constructing needed, 
new facilities, Governor 
Ivey is getting the job done 
and making it safer for in-
mates, officers and the 
public alike.” 

Now that the documen-
tary is a favorite to win an 
Academy Award, George 
hopes even more people 
will watch it and be in-
spired to push for change. 
The Oscars ceremony is set 
for 6 p.m. March 15. 

20% Off
Holiday Sale

Teleflora's Yuletide
Sparkle Tree

Reg. Price
$89.99

Teleflora's Yuletide Sparkle 
Tree is a festive floral 
Christmas tree made of red 
blooms, holiday greens, and 
shimmering accents. 
Arranged in Teleflora's 
keepsake Crystal Drum Vase, 
it's a joyful holiday gift or 
centerpiece.
SKU #T25X420A

Your Price
$71.99

(Plus Shipping)*

Call 1-877-947-7273 to place your order
Use Promo Code MB20050 to get 20% off

Promo code is only valid for phone orders.
*Product availability varies by market and minimum order values may apply. A shipping fee of $20.99 is 

applied to US orders; additional fees may apply for same-day delivery. 

 

The Latest: Seahawks get their 
turn at Super Bowl Opening Night

SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) 
— Super Bowl Opening 
Night is ongoing, with 
Drake Maye, Sam Darnold 
and other Super Bowl par-
ticipants meeting with 
thousands of reporters 
from across the globe in a 
zany spectacle that kicks 
off the week's festivities on 
Monday night. 

Maye and the New Eng-
land Patriots will take on 
Darnold and the Seattle 
Seahawks on Sunday at 
Levi's Stadium, home of 
the San Francisco 49ers. 

First, the athletes will 
meet more than 6,000 cre-
dentialed reporters who 
will pepper them with 
questions ranging from the 
standard football topics to 
the silly and offbeat stuff. 

The event began as a 
daytime introduction of the 
teams and evolved into a 
live, ticketed, prime-time 
showcase on national tele-
vision. 
The Latest: 

Cooper Kupp says 18th 
regular-season game 

would need to make sense 
financially for players 

Even though NFL com-
missioner Roger Goodell 
said expanding the regular 
season to 18 games is "not 
a given," several players 
said they expect it to be 
discussed long before the 
current labor deal expires 
in 2030. 

Seahawks receiver 
Cooper Kupp hinted that 
owners would have to give 
up a bigger piece of the fi-
nancial pie to get it done. 

"For the 18th game to 
happen, there's obviously 
going to be some negotia-
tion," Kupp said. "There's 
some things, give and take. 
Unfortunately, it's one of 
those things. If the 18th 
game is on the table, there's 
going to have to be some 
talks about what makes 
that worth it to the players. 
And we'll get to that point. 
We'll cross that bridge." 

Seahawks' Mike Mac-
donald calls Klint Kubiak's 
likely departure 'bitter-
sweet' 

Seahawks coach Mike 
Macdonald has mixed feel-
ings as he prepares for the 
Super Bowl. 

It won't be long after 
Sunday's game that teams 
start raiding Seattle's 
coaching staff. Offensive 
coordinator Klint Kubiak 
is likely to become the 
head coach in Las Vegas 
and could take a handful of 
assistants with him. 

"Our coaches, as they 
get these opportunities to 
take it to the next level, 
you're happy for them," 
Macdonald said. "It's a lit-
tle bittersweet because 
(Kubiak is) such a a great 
person and great coach. 

"We have a lot of great 
coaches and those people 
are going to have opportu-
nities as well." 

Seahawks' Cooper 
Kupp would like to see 
halftime show led by Noah 
Kahan 

Singer-songwriter Noah 
Kahan has a fan in Sea-
hawks receiver Cooper 
Kupp. 

Asked to pick one per-
son to perform during the 
Super Bowl halftime show, 
Kupp thought about it for a 
minute before going with 
Kahan. 

"I have a few people I 
really love listening to," 
Kupp said. "I'm a big Noah 
Kahan fan. Noah could get 
some people around him, 
too, that can make a pretty 
cool thing collaboratively 
come to life. So I'll go with 
that one." 

Bad Bunny is the half-
time act for Sunday's 
game. 

Sam Darnold gets an 
odd gift: A hat that looks 
like a giant ham 

Of all the zaniness of 
the Super Bowl's Opening 
Night, this one was ham-
mier than most. 

A reporter presented 
Seahawks quarterback San 
Darnold with an oversized 
hat designed to look like a 
giant ham, complete with 
pineapple slices. 

"I'll wear it later," Dar-
nold said politely. 

of Michael Jackson’s life 
beyond the music, tracing 
his journey from the dis-
covery of his extraordinary 
talent as the lead of the 
Jackson Five, to the vision-
ary artist whose creative 
ambition fueled a relentless 
pursuit to become the big-
gest entertainer in the 
world./Courtesy Lions 
Gate 
The production features a 
notable ensemble cast. Col-
man Domingo plays family 
patriarch Joe Jackson, 
alongside Nia Long as 
Katherine Jackson. Miles 
Teller portrays entertain-
ment attorney John Branca, 

with Laura Harrier appear-
ing as music executive Su-
zanne de Passe. Additional 
roles include Kat Graham 
as Diana Ross and Larenz 
Tate as Motown founder 
Berry Gordy. Jackson’s 
siblings are portrayed by 
Jamal R. Henderson as Jer-
maine, Tre’ Horton as Mar-
lon, Rhyan Hill as Tito, 
Joseph David-Jones as 
Jackie and Jessica Sula as 
La Toya. 

According to the film’s 
official synopsis, “Mi-
chael” offers a cinematic 
portrait of one of the most 
influential artists in history, 
tracing his journey from the 

discovery of his extraordi-
nary talent as the lead 
singer of the Jackson 5 to 
the creative force driven to 
become the biggest enter-
tainer in the world. The 
film explores his life away 
from the stage while rec-
reating some of the most 
iconic moments from his 
early solo career, placing 
audiences closer to Michael 
Jackson than ever before. 

Produced with the sup-
port of the Jackson estate, 
“Michael” is a collabo-
ration between Lionsgate 
and GK Films. 

The film is scheduled to 
open in theaters April 24. 

 
Continued Page 1 

 
Grammys Open Black History Month as  

Michael Jackson’s Story Heads to the  
Big Screen
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MethodistHealthSystem.org/HeartMonth 

This heart month, Methodist Health System invites you to join our Heart Month webinar, where we’ll 

discuss women’s cardiovascular health. Get ready to learn about lifestyle tips for preventing heart 

disease and personalized treatment options, with the goal of caring for your heart a little more each 

day. That’s our commitment to complete heart care and why so many people Trust Methodist. 

Ladies, when’s the last time 
you took a beat?

Texas law prohibits hospitals from practicing medicine. The physicians on the Methodist Health System medical staff are independent 
practitioners who are not employees or agents of Methodist Health System. Methodist Health System compiles with applicable federal 
civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex.

Sign up for our Heart Month webinar
Sign up

 

North Dallas student refines 
beauty brand through CTE  

program 
By Molly Schrader 

Photo Credit: The HUD

it finally felt real,” she 
said. 

The lip gloss aficionado 
says she grew up playing 
with her mother’s makeup, 
so it was a natural decision 
to pursue the beauty indus-
try. 

As a student in North 
Dallas High School’s Ca-
reer and Technical Educa-
tion business pathway, 
Willo is learning how to 
strengthen her business 
through lessons in market-
ing, finance, customer serv-
ice, and professional 
communication. 

“For students who are al-
ready entrepreneurs, like 
Willo, the pathway provides 
mentorship, networking op-
portunities, and access to 
guest speakers who are real 

business owners,” said 
Merjournie Golightly, 
Willo’s CTE teacher. “That 
allows them to gain practi-
cal insight, meaningful con-
nections, and real-world 
feedback while refining 
their ventures.” 

As part of the class, 
Willo created a comprehen-
sive presentation that ex-
amined every aspect of her 
business, from branding 
and pricing to target au-
dience and financial plan-
ning. 

“Eventually, I want to 
expand into hair care and 
skincare,” she said. “I al-
ways get compliments on 
my hair, and never knew 
why, but my mom told me 
people are going to want to 
use my products just be-

cause of how I present my-
self.” 

Through hands-on as-
signments in the CTE busi-
ness pathway, Willo learned 
to think more strategically 
about decisions she once 
made instinctively, from 
managing her finances to 
keeping her customers en-
gaged, and that growth has 
extended beyond her busi-
ness, strengthening her con-
fidence and desire to inspire 
other young entrepreneurs. 

“I hope people under-
stand the amount of hard 
work that goes into having 
a business, but also that 
they can also do this, espe-
cially with a good support 
system and people who are 
confident in your dreams,” 
she said. 

What began as Willo S.’s 
small, homemade cosmetics 
line is now being refined in 
the classroom. 

At 11-years-old, to stave 
off boredom during 2020, 
Willo and her mom began 
researching how to make lip 
glosses from scratch. To-
gether, they ordered lip 
gloss bases and oils and ex-
perimented with different 
formulas to create a product 
that was safe and naturally 
derived. 

“We started mixing 
things around to see what 
would be best, and that 
took a long time to do be-
fore we actually launched,” 
Willo said. “But as soon as 
we started, I felt like I 
gained a passion for having 
my own business.” 

The growing venture 
soon became known as 
Puc.ker Up! By Willo Dior, 
and is now sold through her 
own website. With multiple 
product lines in existence, 
it was important for her to 
create glosses that were 
youthful, fun, and hydrat-
ing, using ingredients such 
as coconut oil, grape seed 
oil, and avocado oil. 

“It was really exciting 
because going from the 
things I saw on social 
media, to having bulk or-
ders coming in every day 
and seeing my name on it, 
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