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“YOUR VOTE COUNTS” 
- Make this your New Year’s Resolution

Dallas ISD 
names finalists 

in annual 
MLK Jr. 
oratory  
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Five Years Later, Capitol Officer 
Harry Dunn Says January 6 Was the 

Worst Day of His Life 
Former U.S. Capitol Police Officer Harry Dunn spoke about the unforgettable day that’s shaped by time, pain,  

and resolve, revisiting what he has called the worst day of his life. 
 

By Stacy M. Brown 
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On the fifth anniversary 
of January 6, a date now 
fixed in the American con-
science, Capitol Police Of-
ficer Harry Dunn returned 
to the moment that altered 
his life and the nation’s 
course. Appearing on “Let 
It Be Known,” Dunn spoke 
about the unforgettable day 
that’s shaped by time, pain, 
and resolve, revisiting what 
he has called the worst day 
of his life. 

Dunn joined the United 
States Capitol Police in 
2008 and has served as a 
Private First Class since 
2011. His career placed him 
on duty for presidential 
inaugurations, joint sessions 
of Congress, State of the 

Union addresses, and hun-
dreds of peaceful protests. 
As a Crisis Intervention Of-
ficer on the USCP Crisis 
Negotiation Team, he was 
trained for hostage situ-
ations, barricades, and men-
tal health emergencies. 
None of that training, he 
said, prepared him for Janu-
ary 6, 2021. 

“I lived the worst day of 
my life on national TV,” 
Dunn said. 

Five years later, Dunn 
said something he had not 
always been able to say. 

“I’ve healed from that 
trauma,” he said, referring 
to his personal wounds from 
that day. 

The healing, which he 

made clear, did not mean 
forgetting. Dunn said it is 
possible to recover per-
sonally while remaining 
troubled by what continues 
to unfold in the country. 

“As we look around at 
the things that are going 
on,” he said, “it’s hard to be 
okay with everything. If 
you’re okay right now, I feel 
like you’re kind of like a 
callous soul.” 

Dunn said he remains fo-
cused on what he can 
change and where his voice 
still matters. January 6, he 
noted, made him known to 
much of the world, but it did 
not define the limits of his  
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North Texas’ largest 
public transit  

system may come  
undone in 2026 

Joshua Fechter, The Texas Tribune 

DALLAS — A suburban 
mutiny against North Texas’ 
largest public transit agency 
threatens to upend how tens 
of thousands of Texans get 
around in the state’s most 
populated urban area — at a 
time state transportation 
planners say the state needs 
more public transit. 

A quartet of Dallas sub-
urbs — Plano, Irving, 
Farmers Branch and High-

land Park — plan to vote in 
May on whether to leave 
Dallas Area Rapid Transit, 
or DART, following years 
of tensions between the sub-
urbs and the North Texas re-
gion’s transit agency. 
Suburban officials complain 
that for how much they shell 
out to fund buses and light 
rail, their residents hardly 
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Voters in four Dallas suburbs are expected to vote on whether their cities should leave DART, the  
state's largest public transit system. Photo Credit: Johnathan Johnson for The Texas Tribune 

 

IN MEMORIAM: Media 
Icon and Pioneer  

Thomas H. Watkins, Jr. 
Daily Challenge  

Publisher, Is  
Remembered and  

Honored 
 
Written by David Miller 

Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
Brooklyn-raised Thomas 
Henry Watkins founder, 
owner, and publisher of the 
New York Daily Challenge, 
passed away on Friday, De-
cember 19, 2025. 

“I am sad to hear of the 
passing of a legitimately ac-
claimed Black giant in the 
person of Tom Watkins,” 
the Rev. Al. Sharpton Jr. 
told Our Time Press. 

Dr. Ben Chavis, Pres-
ident and CEO of the Na-
tional Newspaper 
Publishers Association 
(NNPA) and long-time 
friend, associate and col-

league of Mr. Watkins, told 
Our Time Press, “Thomas 
Watkins was an icon in the 
evolution of the Black press 
of America. He was the 
former chairman of the 
NNPA and was an out-
spoken leader who cher-
ished the value of 
truth-telling for freedom, 
justice, and equality. 

Our responsibility today 
is to keep the legacy of 
Thomas Watkins alive and 
impactful.” 

Succumbing to health 
challenges, Tommy Wat-
kins, a key figure in the 
Brooklyn community for 

decades, was the smooth, 
charismatic, cowboy hat-
wearing, community-cen-
tered businessman, that 
many around the state can 
point to receiving his help-
ing hand – both in political 
advancement, education 
and sports, small business 
and community achieve-
ment. 

Legendary broadcaster 
Imhotep Gary Byrd Press 
told Our Time, “I offer my 
heartfelt condolences to 
Tom Watkins’ family and 
extended family, and I am 
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Thoma Henry Watkins  
Publlisher, New York  

Challenge. Photo Credit:  
NNPA Files

 

M.L.K. DAY

Photo Credit: The HUB

Dallas ISD students will 
once again take center stage 
in the annual MLK Jr. 
Oratory Competition, pre-
sented by Foley & Lardner 
LLP. 

The competition, which 
celebrates the legacy of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., in-
vites fourth- and fifth-grade 
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The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

Christmas is over, and we 
celebrated the birth of Jesus. 
Knowing that He was the 
reason for the season gave 
us much-needed joy. We un-
derstand that we are living in 
challenging times. 

All of us have different 
gifts, and we use them in dif-
ferent ways. Some are using 
them right now, while others 
are still in the formative 
stages. We are at various 
chronological ages when we 
discover that we have them. 

It brings up the question 
of how we know that we 
have them. I believe it’s 
through repetition and liking 
something that we do. I 
don’t think it’s necessarily 
something we think we’re 
good at, as others must make 
that determination. 

For example, if you’re a 
good artisan, your customers 
will tell you. If you’re a 
good landscaper, your 
clients will tell others about 
you. Finally, if you’re a 

good teacher, your students 
will let you know. That’s 
how it goes. Others will 
give you your flowers. You 
don’t have to “self-flower”. 

Everyone wants to be at 
the top and not the bottom. 
We want to gain the respect 
and admiration of others. 
Will that ever change? No, 
it won’t. 

Depending upon what 
you do, the lights are 
brighter and the attention 
greater. Missteps and mis-
takes are magnified. Being 
a high-profile person in the 
public square isn’t for ev-
eryone. You may want the 
fame, but can you handle 
the shame? Let the good 
times roll, but sometimes 
those bad times roll, too. 

Being an elected public 
official automatically 
places you in the public 
eye. We voters, give them 
the go-ahead when we cast 
our ballots for them. You 
see, our votes matter. 

There is a built-in as-
sumption that legislators 
are going to act in our best 
interests. Exactly what does 
that mean? In my opinion, 
it means they will pass laws 
that will provide us with an 
acceptable standard of liv-
ing. Further, we will be able 
to afford things that we 

need, not necessarily things 
we want. Is that asking too 
much? 

The year 2026 has ush-
ered in difficult times on 
several fronts. Some would 
say it is difficult times 2.0. 

First and foremost, in my 
opinion, there is the trust 
factor that we have with our 
elected officials. Reports 
from various polling 
sources say that as few as 
17% of Americans trust 
their politicians. This 
number has been low for 
the past several years. Both 
major political parties are 
mired in a drought of trust. 

The Partnership for Pub-
lic Service says that since 
the new administration took 
office in January 2025 that 
47% of us do not trust the 
Federal Government. New 
policies equal new prob-
lems, resulting in no trust. 
That’s an equation that isn’t 
hard to follow. 

This lack of trust is play-
ing out in ways that harm 
and hurt us. The divide 
among politicians has 
reached a boiling point, and 
the American people are in 
the pot. 

How do state and federal 
elected officials regain the 
trust of the voters? First, 
they must become much 

better listeners to what 
voters are telling them. We 
are saying prices are too 
high and the tariffs are hurt-
ing us. Thus far, they are 
not listening. 

The GOP and the Dem-
ocrats must regain their 
basic identity and return to 
their long-held philoso-
phies. They have gone as-
tray and are almost 
unrecognizable. 

The art of diplomacy 
hasn’t been a character trait 
of these congressional ses-
sions. The word compro-
mise has been lost in their 
deliberations. It’s all or 
nothing. 

There are two variables 
that may tilt the political 
scales. First, there will be 
midterm elections in No-
vember. Reports say that at 
least 10 GOP House repre-
sentatives will be running 
for the position of gov-
ernor. We will see how 
these two factors affect the 
balance of power in Con-
gress. 

So, for now, fasten your 
seatbelts and hold tight. 
This year, 2026, will be in-
teresting and full of sur-
prises. We can only hope 
that upcoming legislation 
will benefit the American 
people. 

 

We Are Wide Awake And Not 
Dreaming In This Economic  

Nightmare 
 

By James B. Ewers Jr., Ed. 

Dr. James Ewers

 

Trump's Distractions from 
the Real Issues 

By: Dr. John E. Warren, Publisher San Diego Voice & Viewpoint Newspaper

reversal of policies on vac-
cines. Once again, Trump 
used the oldest page in the 
playbook: Have a national 
crisis, i.e., the invasion of 
Venezuela and the capture 
of its President and First 
Lady; the transporting of 
them to the United States, 
where they were indicted 
and charged with drug traf-
ficking, and the announce-
ment by President Trump 
that America would take 
over control and governing 
of Venezuela. These plays 
successfully replaced all 
discussions that were on 
the table before Saturday 
night’s invasion. 

 Once again, the only 

domestic policy-related 
items coming from the 
White House are: (1) more 
ICE agents for Minnesota 
(with its Democratic Gov-
ernor), and cuts to Child 
Care dollars in Democratic 
states. 

 We, the American 
people, must redirect con-
versations and priorities to 
the domestic issues of 
food, shelter, healthcare 
and survival. Here in Cali-
fornia, we have a new Con-
gressional District to 
which we need to elect  
Democrats so that we can 
regain control of the House 
of Representatives and put 
an end to the Republican 

do-nothing attitude against 
Trump's trampling on the 
Constitution. Let's keep 
our eyes on our issues and 
not be distracted by global 
plans. We must survive and 
live beyond Donald 
Trump, and fight his im-
migration tactics wherever 
possible 

 Meanwhile, we have is-
sues of ongoing police bru-
tality right here in San 
Diego. There are no apol-
ogies or statements from 
the police chief. He should 
be reminded that silence 
gives consent. How many 
more large settlements of 
civil cases against the po-
lice do we really need? 

Prior to the invasion of 
Venezuela, the top media is-
sues were the expiration of 
funding for the Affordable 
Care Act (ACA), the Ep-
stein papers being withheld 
from Congress, and the 
harm and possible deaths of 
Americans because of the 

Dr. John E. Warren
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students to showcase their 
writing and public speaking 
skills through original 
speeches inspired by King’s 
teachings. 

Each year, students craft 
and perform three- to five-
minute speeches based on a 
selected prompt. 

This year’s topic asks 
competitors to reflect on 
King’s continued relevance. 
The prompt is: “As a student 
of Dr. King’s life, what mes-
sage of hope do you think he 
would have for the world 
today?” 

The competition includes 
virtual or in-school qual-
ifying rounds, followed by 
semifinals and finals. At 
each level, students are eval-
uated on delivery, stage 
presence, decorum, content 
interpretation, and mem-
orization. Finalists are 
judged by panels of distin-
guished community and 
business leaders. 

The final round of the 
2026 MLK Jr. Oratory Com-
petition will take place from 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Fri-
day, Jan.16, 2026, at the 
AT&T Performing Arts 
Center.  © 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for 

AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval required for new service. Cellular service is not 
available in all areas and is subject to system limitations.

BIG WIRELESS 
COVERAGE, 
WITHOUT BIG 
WIRELESS COST.
Plans start at just $20/month.

877-436-2279
Switch & Save Today.
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Statepoint Crossword Puzzle 
Theme:   THE GRAMMYS 

 
ACROSS 
1. Inundated 
6. Word before humbug 
9. Jim Carrey's 1994 disguise 
13. Rough, as in voice 
14. Kimono sash 
15. Misrepresent 
16. Do like ivy 
17. Go for the bronze? 
18. Poem of lament 
19. *Grammy nominee Bad Bunny's first lan-
guage 
21. *KPop Demon Hunters' nominated song 
23. Sought at crime scene 
24. Lord's worker 
25. Rob Manfred's org. 
28. Jab, in speech 
30. *____.com Arena 
35. Rowboat engine, pl. 
37. ____ gum, ingredient 
39. Cowboy's cry of joy 
40. Big attraction 
41. Spring holiday honoree 
43. Live bait 
44. Daytime moth 
46. Puerto follower 
47. Finger move 
48. Colonnade 
50. Invitation letters 
52. "Zip it!" 
53. Trash bag brand 
55. Polar helper 
57. *Lady Gaga's nominated album 
60. *Tyler of CHROMAKOPIA, with The 
64. Prejudiced one 
65. Busy one 
67. Do penance 
68. Approves 
69. Make a mistake 
70. Sans-____ font 
71. "I, Claudius" role 
72. Jack and Jill did this 
73. Changes to a manuscript 
 
 
 
 

 
DOWN 
1. Parentheses, e.g. 
2. "Star Trek" speed 
3. Away from port 
4. Not be frugal 
5. What TikTokers are often doing 
6. This and that 
7. Legal grp. 
8. Door holder 
9. Mix together 
10. Away from wind 
11. Leo or Libra, e.g. 
12. *Wonder's "Songs in the ____ of Life," Album 
of Year (1977) 
15. Where bats are? 
20. Eurasian goat-like antelope 
22. Middle-earth dweller 
24. Pelican or albatross, e.g. 
25. Person in an ad 
26. One of Florida Keys 
27. Health food pioneer of liquid aminos fame 
29. *Nominated "Drop Dead Years" comedian 
Bill ____ 
31. Swerves 
32. Sound units 
33. Synagogue scroll 
34. Zing or pizzazz 
36. *Justin Bieber's nominated song 
38. Fabled fliers 
42. Red one, send somebody over! 
45. Unalienable ones are in the Declaration of In-
dependence 
49. Draft pick 
51. Give satisfaction 
54. Spot for prehistoric fly 
56. Doomed 
57. *MCA, Ad-Rock and ____ D, Grammy-win-
ning Beastie Boys 
58. Culture-growing turf 
59. Walk-the-dog toy 
60. What concerning and discernable have in 
common 
61. *Nine-time Grammy-nominated Amos 
62. Fonzie's comeback: "Sit ____ ____" 
63. Whistle blowers 
64. *____ Iver of SABLE, fABLE fame 
66. Historical period

 

- THE GRAMMYS - 
(Solution will appear in  January 15 edition) 

 

Some Exhortations to Christians  
In the Midst of Perilous Times 

I Peter 5:5-14 
Rev. Johnny Calvin Smith  

The word peril is defined by Webster 
dictionary as follows: “exposure to the risk 
of being injured, destroyed or lost: danger.”  
As believers in Jesus Christ, we are not ex-
empt from the dangers and troubles of this 
dismal and decadent world.  Jesus Christ 
has instructed us that we will encounter 
persecution or suffering when He said: 
“These things I have spoken unto you, that 
in me ye might have peace, In the world ye 
shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; 
I have overcome the world.”  The Apostle 
Paul admonished us to expect persecution 
as a result of living for Christ, for II Timo-
thy 3:12 says: “Yea and all that will live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecu-
tion.” 

Having dealt with the Elder’s Role of 
Leadership during perilous times (I Peter 
5:1-4), Peter exhorts believers serving in 
this perverse age to: I. Be Submissive and 
Humble in our Walk - I Peter 5:5-7; II.  Be 
Vigilant and Steadfast in the Faith – I Peter 
5:8-11. 

I. Be Submissive and Humble in our 
Walk - I Peter 5:5-7 

In verse 5, Peter admonishes the young 
men to be submissive to those who are 
older.  Church leaders were usually older 
members.  The younger members were to 
place themselves willingly under the au-
thority of those who had been given the re-
sponsibility of leadership.  Submission is a 
very important characteristic of a true be-
liever.  It is necessary because it is a part of 
obeying God’s established order. 

God has established lines of authority in 

society, in the home, and in the church.  
Peter admonished both the young and old 
to clothe yourselves with humility.   

Peter recalled how the Lord girded Him-
self with a towel and taught His self-seek-
ing disciples an invaluable lesson in 
humility.  Christ taught His disciples that 
humility is the prerequisite for service, and 
service is a practice of humility (St. John 
13:4-15).   Peter quoted from Proverbs 3:34 
to stress that God resists or opposes the ar-
rogant, but grants grace to the humble.  In 
verses 6-7, Peter commanded these be-
lievers to humble themselves under the 
mighty Hand of God as they suffered perse-
cution for Christ’s sake.  As they humble 
themselves, they were to be encouraged that 
the same mighty Hand that allowed the suf-
fering would one day lift them up! 

As Peter further encouraged them, he 
quoted from Psalm 55:22 “Cast your cares 
on the Lord and He will sustain you.”  In a 
time of extreme trouble and distress, we can 
take all of our troubles, distress and anx-
ieties and cast them on Christ! (v. 7).  Christ 
will sustain us during our times of anxiety 
and distress because He cares for us!  The 
word “sustain” means to support or bring 
relief to.  Christ sustains because He cares 
as He states: “Come unto me all ye that la-
bour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart and 
ye shall find rest unto your souls” (Matthew 
11:28-29).  

Having observed that as believers we 
should “Be Submissive and Humble in our 

Walk” – I Peter 5:5-7, let us now observe 
“Be Vigilant and Steadfast in the Faith” – I 
Peter 5:8-11. 

II.  Be Vigilant and Steadfast in the 
Faith – I Peter 5:8-11 

Having admonished the believers to ‘Be 
Submissive and Humble’ in their walk in 
verses 5-7, Peter admonishes the believers 
in view of perilous times to “Be Vigilant 
and Steadfast in the Faith” (vv. 8-11). 

Believers need to exercise self-control 
and be alert because the adversary, the 
devil, is persistently seeking an opportunity 
for an attack.  As believers, we need to be 
sober-minded and alert because Satan is a 
malicious and dangerous enemy!  Satan is 
called an “adversary” which means “one 
who accuses us”. The word “devil” means 
a “slanderer.”  Satan accuses us before God 
(Job Chapters 1, 2; Revelation 12:10), and 
uses the lips of unsaved people to falsely 
accuse us (I Peter 2:12, 3:16).  Satan comes 
either as a serpent to deceive (Genesis 
Chapter 3) or as a lion to devour.  He is a 
liar and a murderer (St. John 8:44). 

In verse 9, Peter encouraged the be-
lievers to stand firmly in the faith against 
the wiles of the devil acknowledging that 
there are other suffering believers in the 
world.   

We are to resist the devil.  The word re-
sist means to withstand.  The word resist is 
a term of defense rather than attack.  As be-
lievers, we can stand firm against Satan 
only if we depend wholly on Christ and the 
Word.  God’s purpose will be worked out 
through a unified body.  In verse 10, Peter 

encouraged these believers to endure suf-
fering in such a way that the grace of God 
would be made manifest in their lives.  In a 
beautiful benediction, Peter committed 
them to the God of all grace.  Believers of 
the Lord Jesus Christ can be comforted in 
knowing that the suffering that they en-
counter will last only a little while, while 
their glory in Christ, to which they were 
called, will be eternal. 

Yes, the hardships of this earthly life are 
short in comparison with the Lord’s eternal 
blessings.  After enduring the ravages of se-
vere trials, God will make us perfect, 
stablish, strengthen and settle us.  Peter con-
cludes verse 11 with this closing: “To Him 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen.” 

Brothers and sisters, in the midst of the 
various trials we encounter in life, our God 
is able to sustain us, for Jude 24, 25 says:  
“Now unto Him that is able to keep you 
from falling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of His Glory with ex-
ceeding joy, To the only wise God our Sav-
iour, be glory and majesty, dominion and 
power, both now and ever. Amen.” 

In verse 12, Peter wrote to encourage be-
lievers to endure persecution so that the 
grace of God might be evident to the unbe-
lieving world.  After sending a general sal-
utation to the church in Babylon (v. 13), the 
church was to greet one another with a kiss 
of charity with the knowledge that peace is 
available to those in Christ. 

 
May God Bless!
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responsibility. 

Accountability, or appar-
ent lack of it, ran through the 
conversation. Dunn spoke as 
civil lawsuits continue 
against President Donald 
Trump and as Trump has par-
doned those convicted for 

their roles in the attack. Dunn 
said he was not surprised, 
adding that Trump had prom-
ised those pardons openly. 

“I knew it was coming,” 
Dunn said. “So, I had time to 
prepare.” 

Preparation meant action. 
Dunn said he worked as a 
surrogate for former Vice 

President Kamala Harris dur-
ing the Harris–Walz cam-
paign, trying to stop Trump’s 
return to office. When that ef-
fort failed, he said the pain 
was not sudden. It was famil-
iar. 

“The wounds were al-
ready there,” Dunn said. “I 
just had time to brace for it.” 

Dunn rejected calls to 
move on from January 6, 
saying the record remains un-
settled. 

“History bends toward 
distortion when accountabil-
ity is denied,” he said. “A 
hundred years from now, 
somebody is going to read 
about January 6 and read that 

he was elected again and ask, 
‘How could that happen?’” 

He said Americans do not 
need explanation to under-
stand what occurred inside 
and around the Capitol. 

“You don’t need a talking 
head,” Dunn said. “Just press 
play. Put it on mute. Watch.” 

Dunn recalled how rioters 

filmed themselves, how 
juries later watched those 
same videos in court, and 
how the attackers felt em-
boldened. He said they told 
officers repeatedly that the 
president had sent them. 

“They were telling us,  
 
Continue Worst Page 4
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Rodent health 

By Rix Quinn 

Say, do you have rats 
at home? I’m talking 
about critters with fuzzy 
ears and whiskers who 
slither around the house 
after dark, pick up 
crumbs, and eat from the 
dog’s bowl. 

If they live with you, 
this information can pro-
vide them with a higher 
quality of life. 

See, rat researchers 
discovered that if you put 
older ones on a low-calo-
rie diet for four weeks, it 
may keep them from 
aging. Therefore, if you 
want mice to live longer, 

reduce their intake. 
Please follow these 

steps to ensure elderly 
mouse health: 

 
First, summon the 1

rats. Simply yell out, 
“Dang, I just spilled my 
cornflakes...and I can’t 
see a thing since we blew 
that fuse.” 

Next, determine if 2
your mice are pubescent, 
middle-aged, or old. 
Show them a standard 
trap. The old and middle-
aged will flee. Younger 
ones will laugh at the 
dated technology. 

OK, so now you’ve 3
found the grown-ups. 
Which ones are older? 
Darn it, you just can’t tell! 
Here’s why. 

Mice -- and their 4
larger cousins, rats -- live 
on the lowest rungs of the 
food chain.  Hawks, crows, 
and owls serve them at 
cookouts. Foxes, dogs, and 
cats dip them in hot sauce. 
So. 

Hardly any of them 5
reach old age. Therefore, 
any mice you find -- and 
switch to a low-fat diet -- 
should be able to infest 
your groceries for months 

to come. 
 As you know, rat re-6

search led to discoveries 
that helped humankind. 
You save a mouse today, 
and it may save you tomor-
row! But on the other 
hand. 

Do you really want 7
mice living with you? I 
don’t…but my dog might 
enjoy them. 

      
You can read more of Rix 
Quinn’s ideas on memoir 
and biography writing by 

going to this link: 
https://rixquinn.sub-

stack.com. 
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‘The president said we 
could,’” Dunn said. 

He addressed compari-
sons often drawn between 
January 6 and Black Lives 
Matter protests. Dunn said 
Black Lives Matter demon-
strators came to the Capitol, 
protested, shouted, and left. 

“They didn’t storm the 
Capitol,” he said. “Every 
single person went home 
that night. I can’t say the 
same thing about January 
6.” 

Dunn spoke of officers 
who died and of others who 
later took their own lives. 
He said attempts to equate 
the events ignore those 
losses. 

The conversation turned 
to the present, with Dunn 
saying January 6 laid 
groundwork for what he 
sees now, from threats 
against other nations to the 
erosion of democratic 
norms. He said Americans 
were warned in advance. 

“He told us what he was 
going to do,” Dunn said. 
“And when he did it, people 
acted surprised.” 

The cost, he said, re-
mains deeply personal. 
Dunn described election 
night as feeling like a knife 
through his heart, saying it 
was difficult to accept that 
many voters returned to 
power a man he holds re-
sponsible for one of the 
darkest days in U.S. history. 

Dunn said he continues 
to receive hateful messages 
and death threats, including 
in recent weeks. He said he 
takes precautions, leans on 
his community, and keeps 
showing up. 

“That means I’m doing 
something right,” he said. 

Dunn also discussed his 
New York Times bestselling 
memoir, “Standing My 
Ground: A Capitol Police 
Officer’s Fight for Account-
ability and Good Trouble 
After January 6th,” which 
he said was part of his heal-
ing. 

“Where does it end?” 
Dunn said. “The story is 
still being written. You can 
add to it, but you can’t take 
away from it.” 

JOB POSTING

Texaslottery.com is the official source for all pertinent game information. Game closing procedures may be initiated 
for documented business reasons. These games may have prizes unclaimed, including top prizes. In addition, game 
closing procedures will be initiated when all top prizes have been claimed. During closing, games may be sold even 
after all top prizes have been claimed. Must be 18 or older to purchase a ticket. PLAY RESPONSIBLY. For help with a 
gambling problem, ncpgambling.org. © 2026 Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation.

LEGAL NOTICE
These Texas Lottery scratch ticket games will be closing soon:

Game # Game Name / Odds $ Official Close  
of Game

End Validations 
Date

2584
Bingo Times 20 

Overall Odds are 1 in 4.37
$5 1/17/26 7/16/26

2634
$30,000 Cash 

Overall Odds are 1 in 4.29
$2 1/21/26 7/20/26

2563
Mega Loteria 

Overall Odds are 1 in 3.54
$10 1/21/26 7/20/26

2621
$1,000,000 Blitz 

Overall Odds are 1 in 3.74
$20 1/21/26 7/20/26

2639
Double Sided Dollars 

Overall Odds are 1 in 4.35
$5 2/18/26 8/17/26

2582
$250,000 50X Cashword 

Overall Odds are 1 in 3.56
$10 2/18/26 8/17/26

2515
Loteria Supreme 

Overall Odds are 1 in 3.23
$100 2/18/26 8/17/26
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Thursday, Jan. 8

H -79° 
L -55° 

Wednesday, Jan. 14Tuesday, Jan. 13Monday, Jan. 12

H -58° 
  L -38*°

H - 63° 
L - 44°

Sunday, Jan. 11

 H -58° 
 L - 35°

Friday, Jan. 9

H  69° 
L -43°

Saturday, Jan. 10

H -55° 
L - 36°°

H -65° 
L -43° 

7 Day Weather Forecast for DFW

 

Statepoint Crossword Puzzle 
Solution: December 18 - YEAR-IN-REVIEW 
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use it. Among the four 
cities looking to pull out 
from DART, most kick in 
more sales tax dollars than 
they receive in bus service, 
rail and other forms of tran-
sit service, according to a 
consultant’s report last 
year. 

“We have just been dis-
satisfied with the service, 
the safety and certainly the 
ridership that is woefully 
low,” Plano Mayor John 
Muns said in an interview. 

“We're paying an extraordi-
nary amount for the service 
that we're getting back.” 

Instead, the cities want 
their money back so they 
can try their hand at provid-
ing public transit the way 
they think may be more 
suitable for their com-
munities. The main idea: 
ditching traditional buses in 
favor of taxpayer-funded 
ride-hailing services run by 
the cities themselves. 

That wouldn’t happen 
right away. The sales tax 
the four cities pay to 

DART wouldn’t immedi-
ately go away if voters 
withdraw from the agency, 
but transit service would. 
If voters go along with 
their city leaders, DART 
would halt all services, in-
cluding bus and light rail, 
as soon as each election is 
canvassed. However, cities 
would have to keep col-
lecting sales tax to pay off 
any outstanding debt owed 
to DART for capital proj-
ects such as light-rail lines 
and rail stations, while the 
cities also try to stand up 

their own transit services. 
There are other motiva-

tions afoot. Suburban offi-
cials have enviously eyed 
their neighbors who aren’t 
part of a transit agency, as 
those places use sales tax 
dollars to woo employers 
and sports teams and fund 
economic development. As 
cities have faced increas-
ing financial strain, 
they’ve eyed the sales tax 
that goes toward DART to 
help plug budget holes. 

Such a move would 
make it harder for res-

idents to move around the 
country’s fourth-largest 
urban region — a sprawl-
ing expanse larger than the 
state of Connecticut, 
Rhode Island and New Jer-
sey. Particularly, it would 
make it harder for those 
without a car to access 
economic opportunity in 
corporate centers in the 
suburbs like Plano and Irv-
ing. 

People who rely on 
transit — including lower-
income folks, young 
people, elderly Texans and 

those living with disabil-
ities — will effectively not 
have access to those parts 
of the region, said Yonah 
Freemark, a transportation 
researcher at the Urban In-
stitute, a left-leaning non-
profit think tank. 

“People will have no 
option other than to drive,” 
Freemark said. “When you 
put those things together, it 
means you're creating a re-
gion that is inaccessible to 
a large number of people.” 
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grateful to him for answer-
ing and accepting his calling 
as a dedicated warrior in the 
realm of the Black Press. 
“The Daily Challenge was 
the perfect complement to 
my daily radio broadcast, 
‘The Global Black Experi-
ence’ on WLIB, and ‘Live 
from the World-Famous 
Apollo Theatre.’ 

“It was an invaluable 
service to the community, 
which gave us a critical 
media foundation and pres-
ence in an often hostile 
media environment. Tom 
was a true friend, and a 
Beautiful Brother–who we 
acknowledge as a ‘GBE’– a 
true ‘Giant of the Black Ex-
perience.’ May he rest in 
peace and power.” 

With the upliftment of, 
and constant positive com-
munication with, the Black 
community, Watkins created 
the city’s only Black daily – 
aptly named Daily Chal-
lenge in 1972 in the massive 
offices above the Restora-
tion Plaza post office. 

Full disclosure, this re-
porter began her journalistic 
career in New York at the 
paper and saw firsthand his 
genuine commitment to the 
community in which he was 
raised. 

A property-owner, and 
well-connected business-
man with a deep-rooted al-
legiance to the community 
in which he grew, whose 
family-owned houses, 

horses, and liquor stores, 
Watkins, a one-time boxer, 
was the Renaissance man of 
this time and space, and 
maintained community-
growth his raison d’etre. 

With what at least one 
admirer describing his 
“matinee idol good looks,” 
seen around town, striding 
with confidence and pur-
pose with his signature cow-
boy hat, boots, and ponytail, 
Chavis continued that Wat-
kins had a “full baritone 
voice that always resonated 
with a consciousness on be-
half of Black America.” 

Sharpton added, “I have 
known Tom Watkins and 
his father all my life. I re-
member — when I was 
growing up as a boy 
preacher in Bed Stuy–the 
New York Recorder, which 
his father published, and 
then Tom took over. People 
aspired to be on their most 
influential list every year. 
They were the ones [report-
ing] every year. When I was 
12 years old and joined Op-
eration Breadbasket–the 
arm of Dr. King’s organiza-
tion in New York, led by the 
Rev. William Jones, and 
Rev. Jesse Jackson, I was 
the youth director. The only 
organ that we had, then, 
was the Daily Challenge 
and the New York 
Recorder, which pushed 
where the Amsterdam 
News and others would fol-
low suit. 
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Back where they belong: South Oak Cliff’s return to the top 
 
By A'Nease Linnear 

Photo Credit: The HUB

This has become a rou-
tine for the South Oak Cliff 
High School Golden Bears.  

For the fifth consecutive 
December, SOC returned to 
AT&T Stadium for the UIL 
Class 5A Division II State 
Championship game, but 
this time, the ending felt dif-
ferent. As the clock expired 
Saturday afternoon, coaches 
and players stood frozen in 
disbelief, tears streaming 
down their faces as the 
crowd roared in unison:  

“S-O-C! Who they 
rootin’ for?!” 

South Oak Cliff was 
back on top.  

After a two-year title 
drought, the Golden Bears 
reclaimed the throne, de-
feating the Dr. Thomas E. 
Randle High School Lions 
35-19 to capture the 2025 
UIL Class 5A Division II 
State Championship and 
cap another historic season.  

The victory marked 
SOC’s fifth straight appear-
ance in a state champion-
ship game, placing the 
Golden Bears among an 
elite group of just eight pro-
grams in Texas high school 
football history to reach that 
milestone.  

“It was a lot more focus 
this year playing Randle,” 
said Kyle Ward, defensive 
coordinator. “When you 
lose big games in the play-

offs that finish your season, 
it puts things into perspec-
tive, and you go back to the 
drawing board to figure it 
out.”  

South Oak Cliff did ex-
actly that.  

After falling short the 
past two seasons, the 
Golden Bears leaned into 
discipline and execution, 
and the result was a com-
plete team effort against a 
familiar opponent on the 
sport’s biggest stage.  

“At the end of the day, it 
was just playing South Oak 
Cliff football and handling 
business,” Ward said.  

Senior linebacker Jamar-
ion P., a cornerstone of the 
Golden Bears’ defense, said 
the belief in another cham-
pionship run truly crystal-
lized during the postseason.  

“It really hit when we 
played Port Neches-Groves 
that we could go for another 
state run,” he said. “The of-
fense had to get their foot-
ing in the first half, and the 
defense was making a lot of 
stops to keep us in the 
game. After that, we knew 
as a team we had a good 
chance at making it.”  

For Jamarion, the mo-
ment carried even deeper 
meaning.  

“It means a lot to be a 
part of this program like 
SOC,” he said. “It’s a spe-

cial blessing that every year 
I’ve been in high school 
I’ve had the opportunity to 
be part of a state champion-
ship team. We’ve put in the 
work to do it, and I have to 
give our coaches all the 
credit for putting us in the 
best position to make his-
tory.”  

Head coach Jason Todd 
called the championship a 
meaningful moment in his 
career, not just because of 
the trophy but because of 
what it represents for the 
South Oak Cliff com-
munity.  

“I think this is the great-
est story because no one 
ever said this could happen 
here,” Todd said. “And we 

say you can do it right here 
in South Oak Cliff, Texas.”  

As confetti fell and 
players embraced on the 
field, the celebration carried 
a deeper sense of purpose. 
This season was dedicated 
to South Oak Cliff High 
School’s beloved registrar, 
Carla Hill, who passed 
away just before the Golden 
Bears began their playoff 
run.  

Hill served the SOC 
community for more than 
20 years, and her impact 
was felt far beyond the 
classroom. Her presence 
was missed throughout the 
season, but her spirit was 
with the team every step of 
the way.  
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BEYONCÉ ENTERS BILLIONAIRE 
RANKS FEW BLACK AMERICANS 

HAVE REACHED 
By Stacy M. Brown 

Beyonce and Jay Z 
Photo Credit: NNPA Files

Beyoncé Knowles-Carter has 
joined the small and closely 
watched group of Black American 
billionaires, a milestone that places 
her alongside a handful of individ-
uals who built vast wealth in a 
country where Black ownership has 
long been restricted, delayed, or de-
nied. 

According to Forbes, Beyoncé is 
now worth at least $1 billion, mak-
ing her one of only a few musicians 
to reach that level and one of the 
rare Black women in the United 
States to do so through entertain-
ment, business control, and own-
ership. She joins her husband, 
Jay-Z, who became hip hop’s first 
billionaire in 2019, as well as a 
short list that includes Rihanna, 
Oprah Winfrey, Michael Jordan, 
and a limited number of others 
whose fortunes stand out precisely 
because they remain so uncommon. 

Black billionaires remain an ex-
ception in America. Forbes has re-

ported that fewer than 20 Black in-
dividuals worldwide have reached 
billionaire status, despite Black 
Americans playing an essential 
role in building the nation’s econ-
omy. The gap between contrib-
ution and compensation continues 
to be shaped by segregation, dis-
criminatory lending, exclusion 
from ownership, and financial sys-
tems that consistently placed bar-
riers in front of Black ambition. 

Beyoncé’s rise into this space 
did not arrive through novelty or 
chance. It came through structure. 
Over time, she moved beyond per-
forming within the industry to 
controlling it. Her company, Park-
wood Entertainment, became the 
center of her creative and financial 
decisions, allowing her to retain 
ownership of her music, manage 
her tours, and oversee production. 
That control proved decisive. 

In 2023, her “Renaissance” 
tour traveled to 39 cities and in-
cluded 56 shows, drawing more 
than 2.7 million people and gener-
ating more than $500 million in 
revenue. The scale was historic, 
but the economics mattered just as 
much. Producing and managing 
the tour largely in-house allowed 
Beyoncé to capture profits that art-
ists once surrendered to labels, 
promoters, and intermediaries. 
The concerts were visible. The 
ownership was quieter. 

That approach mirrors the 
path taken by other Black billion-
aires whose wealth came from 
insisting on possession rather 
than permission. Jay-Z expanded 

from music into business by re-
taining equity and investing 
early. Oprah Winfrey built a 
media empire by controlling her 
platform. Rihanna transformed 
global fame into ownership 
stakes that surpassed album 
sales. Michael Jordan turned ath-
letic dominance into long-term 
equity. In each case, the turning 
point was not applause, but con-
trol. 

Beyoncé’s wealth also arrives 
during a period when conver-
sations about Black economic 
power are growing sharper. 
Black households continue to 
hold a fraction of the wealth of 
white households, and Black en-
trepreneurs remain more likely to 
be denied loans or charged 
higher interest rates. Against that 
reality, the visibility of Black bil-
lionaires carries weight, even as 
it highlights how rare such out-
comes remain. 

There is no suggestion that 
one fortune corrects generations 
of imbalance. But there is mean-
ing in documentation. Beyoncé’s 
entry into the billionaire class 
records what happens when tal-
ent is paired with ownership in a 
system that rarely allows both. It 
shows what becomes possible 
when the work, the image, and 
the profits remain under the same 
roof. 

Beyoncé has spoken sparingly 
about wealth, choosing instead to 
talk about control and protection. 
“No amount of money is worth 
my peace,” she said. 

 

January is  Mental Wellness Month

Guqueena Baker, 33, 
doesn’t own a car and has 
never learned to drive. 
Baker said she moved to 
Dallas from New York in 
August for the lower cost-
of-living. She takes the bus 
from North Dallas to work 
at a hair salon in Plano. 

If bus service in Plano 
went away, Baker said she 
would have to find a salon 
closer to her, but she wor-
ried it wouldn’t be as lucra-
tive as the Plano salon. 
Buying a car and taking 
driving lessons aren’t ex-
penses she can afford, she 
said. 

“There are people who 
travel to do the job that you 
don't want to do,” Baker 
said. “I'm a hairstylist. You 
don't want to wake up and 
have to do your hair every 
day. I have to get to work.” 

It’s not clear how many 
riders would be affected if 
all four cities withdrew 
from DART, but it would 
undoubtedly deal a serious 
blow to the transit agency’s 
finances.  

Like many major U.S. 
transit agencies, DART’s 
ridership hasn’t rebounded 
to pre-pandemic levels. Na-
tionally, transit ridership re-
mains below where it stood 
prior to the pandemic, 
which transportation experts 
have attributed to a number 
of factors such as the rise of 
remote work and service 
cuts to transit agencies. 

DART gave 46.4 million 
rides to passengers from 
January to October, accord-
ing to the latest Federal 
Transit Administration data, 
a 20% dip from the same 
period in 2019. Comprehen-
sive, publicly available data 
showing what ridership 
looks like in each member 
city is hard to come by. Rid-
ership in Dallas, which ac-
counts for about 
three-quarters of the sys-

tem’s total ridership, re-
mains below where it was 
just before the pandemic hit, 
according to a DART pres-
entation to a Dallas City 
Council meeting in De-
cember. DART gave 
565,662 rides in Plano in the 
first quarter of this year, a 
6% drop from the same 
quarter in 2020, according 
to figures provided by 
Plano. DART officials did 
not respond to a request for 
ridership data broken down 
by city.  

Between them, the four 
suburbs account for about a 
third of the transit agency’s 
sales tax revenue. DART of-
ficials haven’t said just how 
much of a financial blow 
they’d see or what impact 
it’d have on service levels. 
But in the past, officials 
have said threats to their 
revenue would eventually 
result in fewer buses and 
trains — kick-starting a 
death spiral for transit serv-
ice in the region. 

“There are a number of 
people who access their jobs 
and a variety of services and 
education who rely on 
DART to get to those desti-
nations,” DART CEO Na-
dine Lee said at an October 
news conference. “I would 
hate for any of our riders to 
lose that access as a result of 
the actions of their city 
councils.” 

The elections come at an 
awkward time. The month 
following the vote, nearly 4 
million visitors are expected 
to descend upon the Dallas-
Fort Worth region for the 
2026 FIFA World Cup — 
snarling the region’s already 
gnarly traffic congestion. If 
those cities pull out of 
DART, visitors who stay in 
those cities may have a har-
der time getting around, 
transit officials and trans-
portation planners have 
said. 

The number of people 
living in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth region is expected to 
balloon from 8.3 million to 
12 million by 2050. That 
means more people will 
need access to public transit, 
not fewer, transit planners 
and advocates said, and the 
region already is grappling 
with how to improve mobil-
ity as it grows. Even the 
Texas Department of Trans-
portation, the state agency 
in charge of building the 
state’s massive freeways, 
says Texans need more 
ways to get around if the 
state’s going to continue to 
grow. 

The four suburbs would-
n’t be the first to leave 
DART. Coppell and Flower 
Mound withdrew from the 
transit agency in the late 
1980s. 

Though suburban offi-
cials have pointed to sur-
veys showing low resident 
satisfaction with DART, 
voters may not be keen on 
the idea of pulling out of the 
agency. Voters in Plano, Irv-
ing and Farmers Branch 
have rejected past measures 
to withdraw from DART at 
the ballot box. More than 
half of voters in Plano and 
Farmers Branch said they 
oppose withdrawing from 
DART, according to a No-
vember poll conducted by 
Republican consultant Ross 
Hunt. 

It’s possible the decision 
to leave DART never makes 
it to voters. Plano and Irving 
have laid out terms in nego-
tiations with DART that 
would theoretically allow 
them to remain in the sys-
tem, albeit at a lower cost 
and with fewer services. If 
DART meets those terms, 
city officials say, they won’t 
hold the election. 

 
This article first appeared 

on The Texas Tribune.
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