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Jasmine Crockett,
leaning toward Senate
bid, schedules
campaign event
Monday

By Gabby Birenbaum, The Texas Tribune
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WASHINGTON — U.S.
Rep. Jasmine Crockett, D-
Dallas, appears to be inching
closer to a U.S. Senate bid,
scheduling a "special an-
nouncement” for Monday.

Crockett, a second-term
representative with a large
national social media fol-
lowing, has teased a Senate
run for weeks, saying pub-
licly that she was exploring
the possibility via polling
and that she believed she
could do what no Texas
Democrat has done in over
30 years — win statewide —
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by expanding the electorate.

“I am closer to yes than I
am no,” she said in an inter-
view with MS NOW,
formerly MSNBC, on Sun-
day.

In one of the clearest
signs that she’s leaning to-
ward yes, Crockett told The
Dallas Morning News she
called both of her prospec-
tive primary opponents,
former Rep. Colin Allred
and state Rep. James Talar-
ico, to discuss the results of

Continue Senate Page 5

New owner to open
Mississippi barn where

Emmett Till was killed
as a memorial site

By SOPHIE BATES Associated Press

The barn in Mississippi
where 14-year-old Emmett
Till was tortured and killed
will open to the public as a
"sacred" memorial site by
2030, the new owner an-
nounced.

The Emmett Till Inter-
pretive Center disclosed
late Sunday that it had pur-
chased the barn located in a
rural area outside the city of
Drew, aided by a $1.5 mil-
lion donation from televi-
sion producer and writer
Shonda Rhimes.

"We think that where the
worst harms have hap-
pened, the most healing is
possible," ETIC Executive
Director Patrick Weems
said.

The center plans to open
the barn as a memorial
ahead of the 75th anniver-
sary of Till's lynching in
1955.

Two white men publicly
confessed to the killing
after being acquitted by an
all-white jury in Mississippi
later that year, but a Justice
Department report released
in 2021 said at least one
more, unnamed person was
involved in Till's abduction.
Experts who've studied the
case believe others partici-
pated, from a half-dozen to
more than 14.

Till was abducted from
his great-uncle's home on
Aug. 28, 1955, after the
Chicago teenager was ac-
cused of whistling at a
white woman in a rural
Mississippi grocery store.
According to accounts, the
men took Till to the barn,
where they tortured and
killed him. His body was
later found in the Talla-
hatchie River.

At Till's funeral, his
mother insisted on an open
casket so the public could
see the state of her son's
battered body. It was a piv-
otal moment in the emerg-
ing Civil Rights movement.

Weems said he hopes
opening the barn to the pub-
lic will encourage people to
ask questions about a dark
chapter in American history.

"Have we done enough?
Is there justice yet? Has our
society moved in the direc-
tion of human rights so that
this sort of thing never
happens?" Weems said.

The center will have the
barn under 24-hour surveil-
lance, and the property will
be equipped with flood-
lights and security cameras,
Weems said, calling those
measures precautionary.

Continue Till Page 6

Trump’s Big Ugly Bill Strips Nursing of
Professional Status as Black Women Across
the Nation Brace for Devastating
Consequences

By Stacy M. Brown
Black Press USA Senior National Correspondent

\)
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Female healthcare colleagues standing outside hospital. Photo Credit: NNPA Files

The Trump administra-
tion has declared that nurs-
ing is not a professional
degree, striking directly at
the heart of America’s
healthcare workforce and
landing hardest on Black
women, who make up
nearly 13 percent of the na-
tional healthcare labor
force and almost 10 percent
of registered nurses. The
administration frames the
move as a technical adjust-
ment to loan classifications.

For Black women and the
communities that rely on
them, the consequences are
far more severe.

“This is a gut punch for
nursing,” Patricia Pittman
of George Washington Uni-
versity stated. “Education
from ADN to BSN and
beyond is the single best
way to retain nurses, espe-
cially in underserved com-
munities.”

Under the One Big
Beautiful Bill Act, nursing,

physical therapy, physician
assistants, and other front-
line health professions have
been stripped of profes-
sional degree status. Stu-
dents in these fields can
borrow only $20,500 per
year with a total cap of
$100,000. Students in law,
dentistry, medicine, and
other protected fields can
borrow up to $50,000 per
year and $200,000 total.
Nursing students report tu-
ition and clinical training

costs that far exceed the
new caps, leaving many
unable to continue their
education.

The American Associa-
tion of Colleges of Nursing
issued a direct warning.
“Excluding nursing dis-
regards the rigorous educa-
tion, licensure, and direct
patient care that define our
profession,” the organiza-
tion stated. “This decision

Continue Bill Page 5

From Tulsa to Ghana, Mother Fletcher’s Long Journey Comes to a Close at 111

By Stacy M. Brown

Photo: Getty Images/NNPA Files

Mother Viola Fletcher,
who carried the memory of
Tulsa’s shame and the na-
tion’s unfinished business
longer than any other living
soul, died on November 24
at age 111. She stood as the
oldest known survivor of
the 1921 Tulsa Race Mas-
sacre, the burning of Green-
wood, and the attempted
erasure of Black prosperity
that white mobs tried to si-
lence forever. Tulsa Mayor

Monroe Nichols said her
death marks a moment of
mourning for a city still
learning how to reckon with
its own truth. “Today, our
city mourns the loss of
Mother Viola Fletcher, a
survivor of one of the dark-
est chapters in our city’s
history,” Nichols stated.
“Mother Fletcher endured
more than anyone should,
yet she spent her life light-
ing a path forward with pur-

pose.”

She spent that long life
fighting for justice that too
many leaders tried to bury
along with the bodies from
Black Wall Street. In
Greenwood, she was a child
watching terror reshape a
world that had promised her
nothing but possibility. For
more than a century, she
bore witness so the country
could never again pretend
not to know. “Her legacy

zing #BLACK EXCELLENCE for 78 Yes:

will be carried forward with
the courage and conviction
she modeled every day of
her life,” Nichols said.
Mother Fletcher’s mis-
sion reached the halls of
Congress when she de-
manded reparations for sur-
vivors and descendants of
the massacre. She testified
with a steadiness that
shamed a nation still

Continue Tulsa Page 2
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Did You Have A Happy Thanksgiving
Despite The Climate of Fear That Exists
In This Country?

By James B. Ewers Jr., Ed.

Dr. James Ewers

The United States of
America is recognized for
having many holidays. We
celebrate them and give
honor to each of them.

There are 11 permanent
federal holidays that we cele-
brate in this country. The first
holidays were New Year’s
Day, Fourth of July, Thanks-
giving, and Christmas.

There are some holidays
where food is involved, and
I must admit that those are
my favorites. For example,
we usually have barbeques
when July 4th comes around.

There are even cooking
contests for that national
holiday to see who can pre-
pare the best barbeque. Grills
are fired up, along with hav-
ing ribs and chicken as the
meats. According to the
cooking critics, it’s the ing-
redients in the sauce that
make the taste so good.

America just celebrated
Thanksgiving, so family and

friends gathered around the
table to give thanks and to
have some food.

This Thanksgiving was
different in some ways. If
you were blessed to have
bountiful food, then I hope
you gave bountiful prayers
of thanksgiving to the Lord.
This most recent Thanks-
giving should not have been
taken for granted.

Over the years, we have
begun to take having a tur-
key, dressing, macaroni and
cheese, and other fixings
for granted. Of course,
there were other food items,
and you always had
enough.

Yes, the food was impor-
tant, and it was delicious.
We ate all day and well into
the night. To paraphrase
Luther, it was never too
much.

Thanksgiving was also
one of those holidays that
brought family and friends
together. Folks would travel
distances to see each other
and to have good fellow-
ship. Aunts and uncles
would simply pop up and
bring dishes to eat, too.

If you were fortunate
enough recently to have
your family members
around the Thanksgiving

table, then pause to give
Him the praise and the
honor for making this
happen. Today, we live in
difficult and demanding
times. As a result, having
food and family around
isn’t what it used to be.

Food in America is now
in short supply. Traditional
access has been cut off.
Getting government assis-
tance has been shuttered for
some with new rules and re-
quirements. Reports say ap-
proximately 42 million
people have been affected
by these regulations. So,
during this Thanksgiving,
many had to rely on alter-
native food supplies.

Some families had to
stand in line to receive their
meals. The scene of parents
and children waiting for
food was repeated in many
cities across this country.
America, we should be
ashamed. Those in Wash-
ington, DC, who created
this hurt and pain should
cry out for forgiveness. Do
you think they did?

The same people who
stood in line this Thanks-
giving were sitting at tables
during Thanksgiving 2024.
What changed? Politicians
began playing with the lives

of citizens. Hunger does not
have a color or a gender.

The lingering effects of
the government shutdown
spilled over into Thanks-
giving and made it un-
happy. You see, people had
less food and were missing
family members.

Too many children were
left with empty stomachs
and no smiles. Senior cit-
izens were also at risk be-
cause of food shortages. All
around, this was simply a
bad scene.

The government has
launched an initiative to go
into certain cities and target
people it believes are here
illegally. If you are living in
Memphis or New Orleans,
you should feel uneasy.
People who don’t have their
papers in order should be
helped and not hindered.

This administration, in
my opinion, has no com-
passion regarding the im-
migration issue. Simply
stated, they don’t want to
help them become legal cit-
izens. America is a land of
immigrants. That is a fact.

Will upcoming holidays
be filled with this type of
meanness and retribution?
Right now, that’s a good
question.

Acknowledging Thanks
With Giving

By: Dr. John E. Warren, Publisher San Diego Voice & Viewpoint Newspaper

Dr. John E. Warren

Last weekend, we saw
almost countless numbers
of Turkeys being given
away at multiple locations
around the City and
County of San Diego. We
also saw Thanksgiving
meals being served at no
cost to those who sat down
to eat; we saw baskets of
food being distributed, and

in several cases, when the
lines exceeded the number
of turkeys available, those
doing the give-aways
pooled their personal
money and bought more
turkeys.

Many of these vol-
unteers will sit down to
large dinners on Thursday
with their families and
friends, but only after the
service they have provided
in making sure that others
also have food to eat. This
is a profound expression
of humanity by which
thanksgiving for one's per-
sonal Dblessings is ex-
pressed by giving to
others. There could be no

better time when one con-
siders the attack on pro-
grams that feed our
children, families, and eld-
ers facing food challenges.
This reality is why we see
so many ongoing efforts
through the Food Bank,
Feeding San Diego, and a
number of stores and or-
ganizations committed to
feeding those in need
among us on a daily and
weekly basis.

It has often been said
that we should find the
good in others and praise
it. This Thanksgiving ac-
knowledgement is devoted
to that idea. We praise
those among us who are

concerned enough about
others to extend the help
that meets the very food
needs of the needy around
us.

To our churches and
next-door neighbors, let us
not leave the survival of
those who have lost bene-
fits to the heartless Admin-
istration now in control of
this nation. Let us con-
tinue to fill the gap, where
necessary, and give thanks
to God that we are able to
help someone other than
ourselves.

BLESSINGS AND
SHARING THIS
THANKSGIVING.

Continued Tulsa Page 1

unwilling to repair what it
helped set ablaze. She re-
minded lawmakers she had
lived through state-spon-
sored violence and had
lived long enough to see the
excuses that followed. She
co-authored her memoir
“Don’t Let Them Bury My
Story” with her grandson,
refusing to allow America
the comfort of forgetting.

She left her words in the ar-
chives of Oklahoma State
University through oral his-
tories that insisted history
would not escape the sound
of her voice. Her labor
began early. During World

War 1II, she worked in a
shipyard as an assistant
welder. Later, she cleaned
houses with a determination
that carried her well into her
eighties. She built a life out
of the ashes she was never
meant to rise from.

The world took notice of
her strength. During a 2021
journey to Ghana, she re-
ceived the title “NaaLami-
ley,” translated as someone
strong enough to stand the
test of time. Her vision in-
spired the Viola Ford
Fletcher Foundation, which
promotes education, health,
and economic opportunity.
Community members hon-
ored her in ways large and

small, including the gift of
custom dentures created to
recognize her legacy and
impact.

Three years ago, she
stood with her brother,
Hughes Van Ellis, known as
Uncle Red, inside Ghana’s
embassy in Washington.
She was 108 then. He was
101. Both were sworn in as
citizens of Ghana in a cere-
mony filled with music,
dancing children, and the
full weight of ancestral re-
turn. It was the first time
anyone had been sworn in
as a citizen inside the Gha-
naian embassy. “I’'m so
grateful to all. I thank you
so much for this honor,”

Fletcher said before signing
her citizenship papers. Her
brother echoed her sen-
timent. “I’m so thankful to
Ghana, and all of you,” Ellis
stated.

Oklahoma State Rep.
Regina Goodwin attended
the ceremony, along with
journalist Tiffany Cross and
Ambassador Erieka Ben-
nett. Bennett spoke of her-
itage that surpasses borders.
“You don’t have to be born
in Africa to be an African,”
Bennett declared. “Africa is
born in you.”

Cross spoke of feeling
the presence of ancestors

Continue Tulsa Page 4




December 4 - 10, 2025

The Dallas Post Tribune

Page 3

RELIGIOUS/NEWS

Some Exhortations for Overcoming Persecution
In a Hostile World

[ Peter 3:8-12

In this wonderful and sublime
epistle, Peter is addressing this
letter to Jews scattered and living
in foreign cities, facing severe
persecution. Peter calls these be-
lievers “strangers” because they
were temporary residents in a hos-
tile world (I Peter 1:1, 2:11). In
spite of experiencing persecution,
Peter offers words of hope, a call
to holiness, and an explanation of
the role of suffering in Christian
experience. Peter reminds these
believers struggling in the midst
of persecution that they have been
born again to a living hope be-
cause they serve a living Saviour;
therefore, as children of God, their
character and conduct can be
above reproach as they imitate the
Holy One who called them.

The essence of their Christian
character can be manifested in ac-
tions rooted in their submissive
obedience to authorities in the
world (I Peter 2:13-25), and their
conduct in the family (I Peter 3:1-
8). Beginning in I Peter 3: 8-12,
Peter makes an urgent appeal for
these believers to exhibit Christ-
like submission as they encounter
persecution in a hostile world.
This world, brothers and sisters, is
not our permanent residence, for
heaven is our ultimate and eternal

home (Philippians 3:20). As we
sojourn in this hostile world, we
will be tried and encounter tribu-
lation in this hostile world, for
Jesus said: “In this world ye shall
have tribulation: but be of good
cheer; 1 have overcome the
world.” Yes, as believers in this
dismal and hostile world, we will
experience hard times of persecu-
tion, for II Timothy 3:12 states:
“Yes, and all that will live godly
in Christ Jesus shall suffer perse-
cution.” However, your response
to persecution can either cause
you to grow or grumble as you so-
journ in this hostile world!

In this section of I Peter 3:8-12,
Peter issues some practical exhor-
tations for living peacefully in a
hostile world quoting from Psalm
34:12-16. I Peter 3:8-12 may be
outlined as follows: I. The Mutual
Love That Should Be Exhibited in
the Christian Family — I Peter 3:8;
II. The Christian Family Suffering
in a Hostile World — I Peter 3:9-
12.

I. The Mutual Love That
Should Be Exhibited in the
Christian Family
—I Peter 3:8

Beginning in verse 8, Peter
listed five characteristics every

believer must exhibit as he or she
seeks to live peaceably in a hostile
and unfriendly world. As be-
lievers, we are exhorted to live in
harmony with one another, to be
sympathetic, to love as brothers,
to be compassionate, and to be
courteous or humble. In seeking
to live aright in this unfriendly
world, believers must exhibit
Agape love, that love that seeks
the highest good of others.

You see, mutual love among
believers is a genuine badge that
we are disciples of Christ, for
Christ said in St. John 13:35: “By
this shall all men know that ye are
my disciples, if ye have love one
to another.” In St. John 15:12-13,
Jesus also stated: “This is my
commandment, that ye love one
another, as I have loved you.
Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends.” Brothers and
sisters, the type of love Christ
manifested toward us was self-
sacrificial. Self-sacrificial love
(Agape love) seeks the highest
good of others!

Having observed “The Mutual
Love That Should Be Exhibited in
the Christian Family” — I Peter
3:8, now let us observe “The
Christian Family Suffering in a

Reyv. Johnny Calvin Smith

Hostile World” — I Peter 3:9-12.

II. The Christian Family Suf-
fering in a Hostile World — 1
Peter 3:9-12

Peter exhorts believers not to
retaliate when they are being mal-
treated by others in verse 9. We
are not to retaliate when we are
being maltreated by others; ho-
wever, we are to commit the
matter to the Lord. We need to
roll the matter over unto the Lord.
Allow the Lord to handle the
matter, for Romans 12:19 states:
“Dearly beloved, avenge not your-
selves, but rather give place unto
wrath: for it is written, Vengeance
is mine; I will repay, saith the
Lord.” Psalm 37 informs us that
we need not fret with regard to
evil doers, for Psalm 37:1-2, 5
says: “Fret not thyself because of
evildoers, neither be thou envious
against the workers of iniquity,
For they shall soon be cut down
like the grass, and wither as the
green herb. Commit thy way unto
the Lord; trust also in Him; and
He shall bring it to pass.”

Rather than returning evil,
Christians are to seek peace and
pursue it. Peace is being pursued
when we return a blessing when
we are insulted. Paul wrote:

“When we are cursed, we bless: (I
Corinthians 4:12). As believers,
we are called to “inherit a bless-
ing.” As we seek to do good, we
should practice using our tongues
in the proper way and refrain from
evil in pursuance of peace!

Brothers and sisters, let us con-
tinue to live godly in this ungodly
world, for God is watching over
us, and He is very attentive to
what we stand in need of!
Brothers and sisters, even during
this pandemic moment, don’t you
fret, because God will take care of
us! Mount Moriah, let us be en-
couraged for the hymn writer
wrote:

“God Will Take Care
of You”

Be not dismayed whate’er betide,
God will take care of you.
Beneath His wings of love abide,
God will take care of you.

God will take care of you,
Through every day,
o’er all the way;

He will take care of you,
God will take care of you.

May God Bless!

Continued Abbott
Nov. 27 Edition
Despite Abbott’s support, the
400 Texas National Guard troops
mobilized by Trump are still not
on the streets of Illinois or Oregon.
Federal judges temporarily
halted the deployments after Ore-
gon and Illinois sued the Trump
administration, arguing that its ac-
tions violate the 10th Amendment,
which gives the states all powers
not explicitly granted to the federal

government by the Constitution.

The states’ arguments echo
those Abbott made in his 2016
essay, in which he warned that
Washington too often ignored that
amendment to impose its will on
states. He proposed making it eas-
ier for states to sue the federal gov-
ernment over alleged abuses of
power.

The 7th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals, which is handling the Il-
linois case, had a similar take. In

an Oct. 16 ruling, the court said the
Texas troop mobilization was “an
incursion on Illinois’s sovereignty”
and likely a violation of the 10th
Amendment.

The litigation kept Texas Guard
members who were deployed to
the Chicago area more than a
month ago in limbo, unable to
carry out what Trump wanted them
to but unable to leave. A U.S. De-
fense Department spokesperson
said the 200 guard members who

were training at a base in Illinois
returned to Texas last week. The
rest, bound for Oregon, remain at
Fort Bliss in El Paso.

The U.S. Supreme Court has
placed the Illinois case on its emer-
gency docket and is considering
the parties' written arguments. The
court’s pending ruling would
likely apply to the Oregon case as
well.

Despite the uncertainty regard-
ing the deployment’s legality,

Trump suggested in an October
speech to U.S. military members
that he was prepared to send
troops, including active-duty units,
into more cities.

Abbott’s cooperation thus far
will make it harder for other states
to resist Trump in future deploy-
ments, said James Gardner, a con-
stitutional law professor at the
University at Buffalo. The

Continue Abbott Page 4

~ DISNEY CHARACTERS -

(Solution will appear in December 11 edition)

Statepoint Crossword Puzzle

Theme: DISNEY CHARACTERS

IACROSS
1. Imperfections
6. Part of T.G.LF.

13. Kind of print, for short

14. Hula dancer's flowers

15. Kitchen tear-jerker

16. Viva voce

17. Draft beer container

18. Confused

19. *Irreverent Disney nanny
21. *Scar's older brother

23. Famous T-Rex

24. Gardening tool

25. Louisville Slugger

28. Stallion's mate

30. Famous ciphering machine
3S. D'Artagnan's weapon of choice
37. Essence

39. Gloomy and drab

40. Containing limestone

41. Scrawny one

43. Purse to match a gown

44. Spot for boutonniére

46. John Oates' partner Daryl
47. Prepare for a rainy day

48. Catch in a snare

50. Rapper LL __ J

52. _ Aviv

53. Wholly engrossed

55. Call to Bo Peep

57. *Shere Khan's sworn enemy

64. Beneficiary

65. Opposite of nothing

67. Pancho's last name

68. Weasel's aquatic cousin
69. "New'" prefix

""Robin Hood"

71. Karate blow

72. Not safe in baseball
73. Like salad greens

9. Stark daughter on "Game of Thrones"

70. *Like Iago in "Alladin" or Laddy Kluckin 61

DOWN
1. Part of an envelope

2. *Nani Pelekai's little sister and new pet

owner
. At the summit of
. Beats, slangily

. Sorts
. Driver's aid
. Fraternity letter
9. Dwarf buffalo
10. Oil field structures

11. Moving meditation practice

12." day now"
15. Hurt or upset
20. Some tides

22. Israel Kamakawiwo'ole's strings

24. Take back

25. *Beast's love interest
26. Bee-related

27. Act like a siren

29. Macaulay Culkin's "Richie "

31. Wraths

32. Gain access to (2 words)
33. Shade of violet

34. *a.k.a Little Mermaid
36. Ogler

38. Angel's headgear

42. Geography class prop
45."____ than life"

49. Chum

51. Immature, as an undeveloped insect
60. *Marie's and Toulouse's younger brother 54.

Baby grand

56. Full of pep

57. It's drawn to light
58."I'm___ you!"
59. Shed tears

60. Soak some ink

. Hipbones

62. *"I am , and I like warm hugs"

63. Goofy or silly

64. *Leader of the seven dwarfs

66. Romanian money

3
4
5. Hypertension sufferer's dietary concern
6
7
8
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TEXAS LOTTERY

SPECIAL ATTENTION FOR:
e Bedbugs

¢ Roaches

¢ Rodents

e Ants

sa @ 7| o Termites

* NOW HIRING *
e Background Check e Drug Test
¢ Polygraph Test ¢ Physical Required

WE TREAT RESIDENTIAL AND

COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES

S & B PEST CONTROL SERVICE
BILLY ROBINSON
214-946-5879 SINCE 1958

Property Management

Attention

IT you are having problems with your remtal
property, call us at (214) 942-30946,
We will collect vour rent for vou.
Call us today!

MEMEBEK OF THE BEETTER BUSINESS
BUREAL OF METROPOLITAN DALLAS

* We Collect
" WYWe Eviet

* We Pul Heliable Tenanis In Your House
Family Owned and Operated

M Doty Skirvrver

Kemial Progcrry A sdlalbibs
LONE STAR FROPFERTY MANAGEMENT

Froperty Management >pecialist
2119 Codar € rest Rlvel, = Nallas, Tesas TEHO0
(204) 942-V%

SUDOKU

V?Q

SAF&STEP

WAI_K—l N TUB

With purchase of alnew Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchas
while suppllesl t/No cash valus, Nust prosent offer at ime of purchass, CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

" L call today and receive a
FREE SHOWER PACKAGE d

PLUS $1600 OFF

1-855-576-5653

e. Offer available

© StatcPoint Mcdia

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

LEGAL NOTICE

These Texas Lottery scratch ticket games will be closing soon:

Official Close (End Validations

Game # Game Name / Odds $ of Game Date
2571 Overaﬁ'gzzi:ai“ﬁ"i’; sag | 52| 1224125 | 6722026
2649 Overaﬁt’g';‘é:::ﬁ":ﬁ a70 | 85| 122425 | 6122726
2652 Overaﬁ%':éz ';’:gﬁex] 1gg |S10| 12724125 | 6122126
255 | el gidg dg":r';e:’ a7g |S20| 1224125 | 6122126
2591 0ver§’|'|ﬁ(?33§ea?§°1"?f say | $30| 12724125 | 6/22/26

Texaslottery.com s the official source for all pertinent game information. Game closing procedures may be initiated

for documented business reasons. These games may have prizes unclaimed, including top prizes. In addition, game
closing procedures will be initiated when all top prizes have been claimed. During closing, games may be sold even
after all top prizes have been claimed. Must be 18 or older to purchase a ticket. PLAY RESPONSIBLY. For help with a

gambling problem, nepgambling.org. © 2025 Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation.
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highway market locally.

Mechanic (Shop)

Available: multiple openings
Rate: Negotiable
Must have own transportation.

Ed Bell Construction Company
An Equal Opportunity Employer

Laborer (Earthwork)

Form Setter (Structures)

Dozer Operator (Earthwork)

Roller Operator (Earthwork)

Mixer Operator (Earthwork)

Finisher (Structures, Paving)

Loader Operator (Earthwork)
Excavator Operator (Earthwork)
Slipform Machine Operator (Paving)
Motor Grader Operator (Earthwork)
CDL Drivers (Haul Truck, End Dump)
Off Road Hauler Operator (Earthwork)
Barricade Servicer (Must have valid DL)

Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing business in the North Texas
market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT, Dallas County Public Works, and the Cities of Dallas,
Fort Worth, Richardson, and Mansfield (plus many others), we have a strong backlog of work in the

We are currently hiring for the following positions:

Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (depending on position)
Physical and Drug Screen Required

Must have a Clear Background

Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs.)

Must APPLY IN PERSON at 10605 Harry Hines Blvd., Dallas, TX 75220 from 7am-11am Mon-Fri.
Please visit our website: www.edbellconstruction.com/careers

Or email your resume to: careers@edbellconstruction.com

The Dallas Post Tribune
Premise to Live By

Love of God
Love of Country
Love of Self
Love of Humanity
and

The Will to Serve
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framers of the Constitution
intended for states to stand
with one another to ensure
officials in Washington never
accumulated too much
power, Gardner said.

He said that while Abbott,
who is seeking a record
fourth term next year, would
likely rediscover his passion
for states’ rights if a Demo-
crat were elected president,
the governor may struggle to
regain power he helped take
away from the states.

“By altering the Constitu-
tion’s contemplated balance
of power, it makes it easier
for the central government to
crush dissenting states,”
Gardner said.

Misty Harris of The Texas
Tribune and ProPublica con-
tributed research.

Disclosure: Baylor Uni-
versity, New York Times,
Texas Public Policy Founda-
tion and Texas Secretary of
State have been financial
supporters of The Texas
Tribune, a nonprofit, nonpar-
tisan news organization that
is funded in part by dona-
tions from members, founda-
tions and corporate sponsors.
Financial supporters play no
role in the Tribune's journal-
ism. Find a complete list of
them here.

This article first appeared
on The Texas Tribune.

Continued Tulsa Page 2

moving through the room, a
presence made sharper by
the endurance of Fletcher
and Ellis. Goodwin said
their lives proved that the
African spirit cannot be
broken. “This is what it’s all
about,” Cross stated. “The
spirit of Africa, its powerful
and rich history.”

Their citizenship ceremony
became more than a celebra-
tion. It became a reminder
that the diaspora carries
stories the world still needs
to hear, and that the road
home is long but never
closed. Bennett told the
gathering that Ghana opens
its doors to all who seek
connection. “Welcome
home,” she said.

Quinn Minute

Christmas trees

By Rix Quinn

Christmas trees are like a
distant cousin. They come
to your house, surround
themselves with presents,
and stay for a month. Then
they begin to shed, and
need somebody to drive
them off.

People often do strange
things with cut trees. One of
my neighbors pulled out a
chainsaw and widened his
front door three feet. That
allowed him to bring in the

tree without bending it, and
it made a great spectacle
that the neighbors could
video.

Once inside the home,
some people say you should
cut a couple of inches off
the base of a live tree trunk
and immerse it in a tree
stand filled with water.

Never use water on an
artificial tree. And if you cut
anything off its trunk, you’ll
have a shorter tree next

year.

Do not use flammable
decorations on a tree. The
new, smaller, safer tree
lights seem better. I even
saw one guy try to wear
these lights to a party, but
his extension cord kept
coming out.

Some people surround
the tree with a decorative
tree skirt. I have never worn
a tree skirt to a party, be-
cause I do not shave my

legs.

After the holidays, dis-
pose of your tree properly.
Many cities will remove it
from your lawn and recycle
it into mulch.

Therefore, do not dis-
pose of your artificial tree.
Plastic mulch will not grow
anything.

Presented by (paid link):
Smartwatch
https://amzn.to/449Ef87

Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk and
text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide coverage. 100% U.S. based customer servce. For more
information, call 1-888-499-0405

Recognizing #BLACK EXCELLENCE for 78Years
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Quinnen Williams won't say it, but there's no
denying his impact on the Dallas defense

By SCHUYLER DIXON AP Pro Football Writer

FRISCO, Texas (AP) —
Quinnen Williams dis-
regards the notion that the
standout defensive tackle's
arrival in a trade is the best
explanation for a dramatic
turnaround by the defense
of the Dallas Cowboys.
Teammates and coaches
agree — to a point.

"When you open up the
personnel report and you
see Quinnen Williams'
name, you're like, 'Ah, ...,
what am I going to do
about this?" said coach
Brian Schottenheimer,
going silent while mouth-
ing the expletive in his
thought. "I think that's real.
When you pay a lot of at-
tention to him, it gives a lot
of other guys a lot of oppor-

tunities to showcase their
talent."
Here's the reality.

Dallas is 3-0 since giv-
ing the New York Jets a
2027 first-round draft pick,
a second-rounder next year
and underperforming de-
fensive tackle Mazi Smith
to acquire Williams at the
trade deadline.

On top of that, the Cow-
boys (6-5-1) go into Thurs-
day night's visit to Detroit
having given up 21.7 points
per game (essentially a
touchdown below their
average) and 69.7 yards
rushing per game (not
much more than half their
average).

Dallas beat both of last
season's Super Bowl teams

back-to-back, first 24-21
over defending champion
and NFC East rival Phila-
delphia when the defense
gave the Cowboys three
fourth-quarter chances to
take the lead and the of-
fense finally cashed in with
a game-ending field goal.
The winning drive came
after Osa Odighizuwa's
third down sack of Jalen
Hurts.

The other pieces

The defensive revival
isn't as simple as Williams
coming aboard.

The returns from injury
for starting safeties Malik
Hooker and Donovan Wil-
son along with the season
debuts of linebacker De-
Marvion Overshown and

rookie cornerback Shavon
Revel coming off 2024
knee surgeries have helped.

So has the other trade
deadline addition, former
Cincinnati linebacker
Logan Wilson, whose vet-
eran presence has improved
the communication of first-
year defensive coordinator
Matt Eberflus' calls.

Those are among the re-
minders Williams has for
anyone suggesting his arri-
val changed everything for
the Dallas defense.

"I wasn't here before. I
don't really know what was
going on before I got here,"
Williams said. "But since
I've been here, everybody's
just been firing on all cylin-
ders when it comes down to

doing their job to the best
of their ability and feeding
off each other, learning
from each other, pushing
each other, holding each
other accountable."

Immediate impact

Still, the impact of Wil-
liams has been undeniable,
right from the start. In the
first half of his Dallas debut
at Las Vegas, Williams had
five pressures, the most in
a half by a Cowboys defen-
sive tackle in at least seven
years, according to NFL
Next Gen Stats. He had 1
1/2  sacks against the
Raiders.

"Just watch him play.
Simple as that," quarter-
back Dak Prescott said.
"Guy that I know, as I said

before, playing against,
he's a game-wrecker and
now being on the same
team as him and getting an
opportunity when I do
watch those guys over
there, it's no different. The
rest of the guys are step-
ping up and making plays
when he's getting double-
teamed."

Williams joined Dallas
after spending all of his
first six seasons with the
Jets, who drafted him third
overall in 2019. Jadeveon
Clowney, a 12-year veteran
who sacked Patrick Ma-
homes twice in last week's
31-28 Thanksgiving win
over Kansas City, signed as
a free agent early in the
season.

Continued Senate Page 1

polling she had commis-
sioned. The Talarico cam-
paign said he called
Crockett over the week-
end, but that no polling
data was shared; the
Crockett campaign said
the congresswoman of-
fered to share internal pol-
ling but that Talarico
didn’t request to see it.
The Crockett campaign
has not shared her internal
polling publicly or with
The Texas Tribune.
Crockett’s entry into the
race would scramble what
had been a two-man pri-
mary to this point, increas-
ing the likelihood that the
March 3 primary goes to a
runoff. Many Democrats
were hoping that their pri-
mary could be wrapped up
by early March, given that
the Republican primary be-
tween Sen. John Cornyn,
Attorney General Ken Pax-

ton and U.S. Rep. Wesley
Hunt is likely going to a
runoff. Such a scenario
would have given the win-
ning Democrat time to
raise and spend money in a
general election scenario
while Republicans con-
tinued to fight each other.

Democrats had been try-
ing to both avoid a glut of
candidates running for the
same office and attempting
to organize a slate — All-
red, Talarico, Rep. Joaquin
Castro and 2018 candidate
Beto O’Rourke held a
Zoom meeting over the
summer, to discuss divid-
ing up the marquee state-
wide offices between them.
But with all interested in
U.S. Senate, an attractive
race given there is a com-
petitive Republican pri-
mary, no agreement was
ever reached, and Allred
launched his campaign
shortly after.

With little time left until

the Dec. 8 filing deadline,
Crockett also said on MS
NOW she wanted to organ-
ize a slate of Democrats
with different electoral
strengths.

“We also need to make
sure we have, what I con-
sider to be, a strong slate
— people that can also
raise money, people that
also have different groups
of people that are attracted
to them,”

Crockett said, adding
that she is the leading can-
didate among Black and
brown voters.

“Instead of relying on
one person to kind of carry
the load, what type of
ticket [can we run?]” she
said on MS NOW. “So I’ve
actually been talking to
other candidates, potential
candidates, as well, trying
to recruit them.”

Democratic state legis-
lators are already running
for the other statewide po-

sitions, and getting candi-
dates to shift gears before
Monday’s filing deadline
would be challenging.

Matt Angle, a Demo-
cratic  operative  and
founder of the Lone Star
Project, said the upside for
Democrats is that the can-
didate that emerges from
the primary will have been
well-tested. But he la-
mented that they were not
able to work out a slate
where the strongest Demo-
crats could run together in-
stead of against each other.

“Assuming that Con-
gresswoman Crockett gets
in, it means next fall, two
of our best communicators
are going to be on the side-
lines, not seeking office,”
Angle said. “That's frus-
trating.

“This is a year in which
I think there's more oppor-
tunities, Republicans are
more vulnerable in Texas
than they've been in a

while,” Angle continued.
“And so you hate that
we've got our best candi-
dates running against each
other.”

Public polling of the
race indicates that Crockett
would be a formidable pri-
mary candidate, but may
struggle, as Democrats in
Texas have for decades, in
a general election. A Uni-
versity of Houston Hobby
School poll from late Sep-
tember, which included
O’Rourke in a potential
primary, found Crockett
leading the field at 31%
and beating both Allred
and Talarico in head-to-
head matchups. In general
election matchups against
each of the three Repub-
lican candidates, the poll
found Crockett losing,
though her position against
Attorney General Ken Pax-
ton was within the margin
of error.

A public polling memo

from Change Research,
conducted in late No-
vember, found similar
warning signs for Crockett.
She had both the highest
favorability rating among
all candidates, at 33%, but
also the highest percentage
of voters who found her
unfavorable, among the
Democratic  candidates.
And the poll found that
49% of voters said they
would definitely not vote
for her, higher than All-
red’s or Talarico’s share.

But Crockett has said
she believes she can turn
out unlikely voters and that
her data shows she can
win.

“I am very formidable,
regardless of what people
may want to put out into
the atmosphere,” she said
on MS Now. “The numbers
are the numbers.”

This article first appeared
on The Texas Tribune.
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Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and data.
No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk and text with
flexible data plans. Premium nationwide coverage. 100% U.S.

based customer service. For more information, call
1-888-499-0405
Continue Bill Page 1 communities. Studies of the workforce will decline,”

threatens the healthcare of
patients in communities ac-
ross the country.”

The nation already faces
a shortage of hundreds of
thousands of nurses. Grad-
uate degrees are required
for advanced practice roles.
Without meaningful access
to federal loans, fewer stu-
dents will enter or complete
these programs. Black
women, who rely on stu-
dent loans at far higher rates
than white students, now
face a barrier to financial
mobility and advancement
in the nursing profession.

Research shows that
Black nurses often serve in
underserved rural and urban

Black nurse practitioners
describe persistent racism,
heavy workloads, and lim-
ited institutional support.
Participants in one national
qualitative study described
taking additional time to
address inequities and care
for patients facing social
and economic barriers
while contending with or-
ganizational barriers and
burnout.

Kim Brundidge, a docto-
ral nursing student and
practicing nurse, described
the consequences for the
next generation of pro-
viders. “If students are not
able to afford advanced
education, the quality and
number of nurses entering

she said.

Local and national nurs-
ing groups are preparing
challenges to the reclassifi-
cation. Leaders across the
field warn that the bill un-
dermines the country’s abil-
ity to meet basic healthcare
needs.

“In many communities
across the country, ad-
vanced practice registered
nurses ensure access to es-
sential and high-quality
care that would otherwise
be unavailable,” Jennifer
Mensik Kennedy of the
American Nurses Associa-
tion said. “Limiting nurses’
access to graduate educa-
tion threatens the very
foundation of patient care.”
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Make this Christmas
night extra cozy

From my family to yours
Wishing you a holiday season filled with warmth, rest, and stories that
bring you closer together.
With love,

Author Sharon Jones-Scaife
Lil’ Marco and Friends, LLC

Make it an extra-special holiday gift...

Because Lil’ Marco is our beloved main character, we created a few
gift-ready options that families adore:

T Book + Coloring Book Bundle
(Hardcover $33 | Paperback $23)
A perfect 2-piece set for bedtime + quiet creative time.

T Lil’ Marco 2-Book + Plushie Bundle
(Hardcover $54 | Paperback $45)
Our best-selling gift set — includes:
It’s Bedtime, Lil’ Marco
Lil’ Marco Plays Hide & Seek
Lil’ Marco Plushie (soft, cuddly, kid-approved!)

& Deluxe Holiday Bundle (Hardcover $59
| Paperback $50)
The complete experience:
2 Lil” Marco books
Coloring book
Plushie
Gift-ready and perfect under the tree

Whether you choose a single hardcover or a full bundle, you’re giving a child
more than a book — you’re giving them comfort, joy, and a character they
can see themselves in.

Shop the Holiday Collection

Below are quick links to make browsing easy:

It’s Bedtime, Lil’ Marco (Hardcover & Paperback)
https://lilmarcoandfriends.com/product/its-bedtime-lil-marco-2/

Book + Coloring Book Bundle
https.//lilmarcoandfriends.com/product/boy-book-bundle/

2 Books + Plushie
https://lilmarcoandfriends.com/product/lil-marco-2-books-bundle-w-plushie/

Deluxe Bundle (Books + Coloring + Plushie)
https.//lilmarcoandfriends.com/product/lil-marco-deluxe-bundle-w-plushie/

Trump administration threatens
to withhold SNAP management
funds from states that don't

share data

By GEOFF MULVIHILL and DARLENE SUPERVILLE Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP)
—  President Donald
Trump's  administration
warned on Tuesday that it
will withhold money for
administering SNAP food
aid in most Democratic-
controlled states starting
next week unless those
states provide information
about people receiving the
assistance.

Agriculture Secretary
Brooke Rollins said at a
Cabinet meeting Tuesday
that the action is looming
because those states are re-
fusing to provide data the
department requested such
as the names and immigra-
tion status of aid recipients.
She said the cooperation is
needed to root out fraud in
the program. Democratic
states have sued to block
the requirement, saying
they verify eligibility for
SNAP beneficiaries and
that they never share large
swaths of sensitive pro-
gram data with the federal
government.

States and the federal
government split the cost
of running SNAP, with the
federal government paying
the full cost of benefits.
After Rollins' remarks, a
USDA spokesperson later

explained that the agency
is targeting the admin-
istrative funds — not the
benefits people receive.

Twenty-two states and
the District of Columbia
previously sued over the
request for information,
which was initially made
in February. A San Fran-
cisco-based federal judge
has barred the administra-
tion, at least for now, from
collecting the information
from those states.

The federal government
last week sent the states a
letter urging compliance,
but the parties all agreed to
give the states until Dec. 8
to respond.

"We have sent Demo-
crat States yet another
request for data, and if
they fail to comply, they
will be provided with for-
mal warning that USDA
will pull their admin-
istrative funds," the USDA
said in a statement Tues-
day.

Federal law allows the
USDA to withhold some
of the money states receive
for administering SNAP if
there's a pattern of non-
compliance with certain
federal regulations.

But "there's never au-

thority to withhold the
SNAP benefits and, in this
case, there's also no au-
thority to withhold the ad-
ministrative funding," said
David Super, a law profes-
sor at Georgetown Univer-
sity who has studied the
food aid program for sev-
eral decades.

Administration  says
data is needed to spot fraud

About 42 million lower-
income Americans, or 1 in
8, rely on SNAP to help
buy groceries. The average
monthly benefit is about
$190 per person, or a little
over $6 a day.

Rollins has cited infor-
mation provided by states
that have complied, saying
it shows that 186,000 de-
ceased people are receiv-
ing SNAP benefits and that
500,000 are getting bene-
fits more than once.

"We asked for all the
states for the first time to
turn over their data to the
federal government to let
the USDA partner with
them to root out this fraud,
to make sure that those
who really need food
stamps are getting them,"
Rollins said, "but also to
ensure that the American
taxpayer is protected."

Continued Till ‘Page 1

A historical marker,
erected where Till's body
was discovered, has been
replaced three times after
being vandalized. The first
marker was stolen and
thrown into the river in

2008. The second was shot
more than 100 times by
2014. It was replaced in
2018, and shot another 35
times. Now the marker is
the only bulletproof histori-
cal marker in the country,
according to Weems.

The barn was purchased

Nov. 18. Weems noted that
Nov. 23, the day the pur-
chase was announced, was
the birthday of Till's
mother, Mamie Till-Mo-
bley. Till's mother was a
civil rights activist in the
aftermath of her son's death
and died in 2003.
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Dallas ISD cheer program builds spirit and
confidence through competition

Make DART your ride all season long!
Whether you're dashing to a cherished
holiday event or searching for the perfect
gift, DART buses and trains connect you to
everything that's merry and bright.
From our sleigh to yours, happy holidays!

DALLAS — Dallas ISD’s
cheerleading program is more than
just chants and stunts. It’s about
leadership, confidence, and com-
munity.

This mission was on full display
as more than 50 cheer teams from
across the district came together for
two spirited events: the High
School and Middle School Cheer
Showdown. Both events were held
at Ellis Davis Field House, filling
the arena with energy, teamwork,
and pride.

The annual cheer showdown
serves as a crucial step on the road
to UIL Spirit State Championships,
where Dallas ISD teams compete at
the regional and state levels. De-
signed as a practice run, it gives
students the opportunity to perform
in a competition setting while refin-
ing routines, perfecting timing, and

gaining valuable feedback from
judges.

“This event is a chance for our
athletes to grow,” said Lennon
Formaggini, Student Activities
cheer coordinator. “It’s about build-
ing confidence, learning to work as
a team, and showing school pride.”

The Dallas ISD cheer program
empowers students on and off the
mat.

“Cheer teaches responsibility
and leadership,” said Kyre Walker,
cheer coach at D.A. Hulcy STEAM
Middle School. “Our athletes are
role models. They lead their peers
in spirit, commitment, and dis-
cipline.”

Dallas ISD launched the district-
wide cheer program to ensure stu-
dents at every level, from
elementary through high school,
have access to structured training,

mentorship, and competitive op-
portunities. Each event gives stu-
dents a platform to showcase not
only athletic skill but also team-
work, perseverance, and school
spirit.

As the squads now set their
sights on the upcoming Cheer
Challenge Competition and UIL
Spirit Championships, the excite-
ment and pride built at Ellis Davis
continues to echo through the halls
of Dallas ISD schools. For many of
these athletes, the experience goes
far beyond the mat. It’s about learn-
ing the power of voice, teamwork,
and dedication.

“Watching these students per-
form reminds us why we host these
events,” Formaggini said. “Along-
side learning routines, cheerleaders
learn life skills that will stay with
them long after the music stops.”

Scan the (R code to discover DARTable
holiday events or visit DART.org/holidays
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