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“Voting is a right and a responsibility. If  you  
don't do it, don't complain”- Unknown

 
 

State Fair of Texas Announces 
Retirement of Beloved Log Ride 

After 2025 Season 

Photo Credit: State Fair of Texas

DALLAS – October 
8, 2025 – The State Fair 
of Texas announced 
today that the 2025 Fair 
will mark the final sea-
son for its iconic Log 
Ride on the Midway, a 
guest favorite that has 
splashed generations of 
Fairgoers. State Fair fans 
are invited to “take your 
final ride” and enjoy one 
last splash before the at-
traction closes at the end 
of the 2025 State Fair.  

First introduced to the 

State Fair of Texas in 
1986, the Log Ride 
quickly became a must-
do for visitors looking 
for thrills and a cool 
break on a warm Texas 
day. For 40 years, the 
ride has carried countless 
families, friends, and 
first-timers, cementing 
itself as part of the Fair’s 
shared traditions and 
memories.  

“The Log Ride has 
been a cherished part of 
the State Fair experience 

for decades,” said Rusty 
Fitzgerald, senior vice 
president of midway op-
erations. “As we look to 
the future of the Fair, we 
want to honor the role it 
has played in bringing 
joy and excitement to our 
guests. This season, we 
encourage everyone to 
take one last ride and 
celebrate the memories 
made along the way.”  

While the Log Ride’s 
chapter comes to a close, 
the State Fair of Texas 

remains committed to 
providing new experi-
ences that carry on its 
mission of celebrating all 
things Texan. Plans for 
future attractions and im-
provements will be 
shared in the future.  

The 2025 State Fair of 
Texas runs Friday, Sep-
tember 26, through Sun-
day, October 19, at 
historic Fair Park in Dal-
las. Don’t miss your 
chance to ride the Log 
Ride one final time.  

 

Obama Fills the Void in a  
Fading Democratic Party 

 
 
By Stacy M. Brown 
Black Press USA Senior National Correspondent 

Photo Credit: NNPA Files

Former President Barack 
Obama has stepped back 
into the political arena, de-
livering some of his sharp-
est critiques yet of President 
Donald Trump as the Dem-
ocratic Party struggles 
through one of its weakest 
moments in modern history. 
With the party’s leadership 
approval at historic lows 
and its ties to Black-owned 
media nearly nonexistent, 
Obama’s renewed visibility 
has exposed both the vac-
uum and the disillusion-

ment threatening to fracture 
the Democratic coalition. 

In recent weeks, Obama 
has spoken out against 
Trump’s authoritarian-style 
intimidation of universities 
and the administration’s 
crackdown on the press, de-
claring that America must 
“resist being intimidated” 
and warning that protecting 
democratic values may re-
quire “sacrifice.” At Hamil-
ton College, he admonished 
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Texas selects 
company that will 
help develop its 
school voucher 

program 

 
By Jaden Edison, The Texas Tribune 

Texas selects company 
that will help develop its 
school voucher program" 
was first published by The 
Texas Tribune, a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan media organi-
zation that informs Texans 
— and engages with them 
— about public policy, pol-
itics, government and state-
wide issues. 

Texas’ chief financial of-
ficer on Monday named the 
organization that will help 
the state build the school 
voucher program law-
makers approved earlier 
this year. 

Odyssey, a technology 
company, will work with 
the comptroller’s office, 
which oversees finances for 
all of Texas state govern-
ment, to design the process 
through which Texas fam-
ilies can apply to receive 
thousands of dollars in tax-
payer funds to cover their 
children’s private or home-
schooling costs. Odyssey 
will also develop a system 
for those families to shop 
for educational products 
and pay tuition. 
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Carolyn Cheeks Kirkpatrick, member of the United 
States Congress. (Wikimedia Commons / Photo by 

United States Government)

 

IN MEMORIAM: Former 
Detroit Congress-

woman and CBC Chair 
Carolyn Cheeks  

Kilpatrick Dies at 80 
Article Page 3
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November 4th Constitutional  
Amendment & Joint Elections 

 
The Texas Legislature passed 17 joint resolutions proposing amendments to the 

Texas Constitution. Texans will have the opportunity to vote on Tuesday, November 
4, 2025, to decide on whether to approve the proposed constitutional amendments. 
In addition to proposed amendments, several cities and school districts in Dallas 
County will also be holding local elections. 

 Following is the wording of the proposed amendments as they will appear on the 
ballot and my position for each amendment. Regardless of your views on the issues, 
I encourage you to participate in the process and exercise your right and vote. 

Remember, only with your participation can our great democracy work!  

Continue November 4th Constitutional Amendment & Joint Elections Page 5 & 8
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Trump’s White House for 
suspending security clear-
ances and canceling con-
tracts with law firms and 
schools tied to perceived po-
litical rivals. “That kind of 
behavior is contrary to the 
basic compact we have as 
Americans,” Obama said. 
“Imagine if I had done any 
of this.” Days later, he took 
to social media to denounce 
media companies for capit-
ulating to Trump’s threats. 
“After years of complaining 
about cancel culture, the 
current administration has 

taken it to a new and danger-
ous level,” Obama wrote, 
urging journalists and net-
works to “get a spine” and 
stand up for free speech. 

Late in September at 
London’s O2 Arena, Obama 
expanded his message bey-
ond immediate politics, tell-
ing a packed crowd that true 
leadership means constant 
vigilance and the courage to 
“show up and speak out 
even when it’s uncomfort-
able.” He cautioned against 
complacency, arguing that 
progressives had grown 
“smug” and unprepared for 
the rise of authoritarianism. 

“True democracy is a project 
much bigger than any one of 
us,” he said. “It’s a job for 
all of us.” Obama’s renewed 
activism comes at a time 
when his party’s base has 
grown increasingly restless. 
A Pew Research survey 
found that 59 percent of 
Democrats disapprove of 
their party’s leadership—the 
highest level of dissatisfac-
tion since the question was 
first asked more than a dec-
ade ago. Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer’s 
approval among Democrats 
has collapsed to 35 percent, 
while House Minority 

Leader Hakeem Jeffries re-
mains little known to nearly 
four in ten Democratic 
voters. 

That lack of visibility and 
engagement has been felt 
most acutely within the 
Black community. At the 
Black Press of America’s 
annual Leadership Awards, 
where Jeffries and Congres-
sional Black Caucus Chair 
Yvette Clarke were to be 
honored, anticipation filled 
a packed ballroom. But 
neither showed up. 

Civil rights attorney Ben 
Crump had just pledged 
$50,000 to support the 

struggling Black Press, urg-
ing others to follow suit. 
“Typical of Democrats,” one 
attendee said afterward. 
“They don’t spend money 
with us. They don’t show 
up. And then they expect us 
to deliver their message for 
free.” The snub, just 18 
months before the Black 
Press’s bicentennial, struck 
a nerve among publishers 
who have covered every 
chapter of America’s free-
dom struggle—from eman-
cipation to civil 
rights—without the finan-
cial support they deserve. 
“Our ancestors built this 

press through every trial in 
this country,” said one Black 
publisher after the event. 
“The least Hakeem Jeffries 
could do was show up.” 

Obama’s reemergence 
has not gone unnoticed by 
voters—or by Trump. Dur-
ing a recent Navy celebra-
tion in Virginia, Trump 
attempted to incite the 
crowd to boo Obama, but 
the attempt backfired. As he 
invoked “Barack Hussein 
Obama,” the crowd met him 
with dead silence. Mean-
while, polls show that  
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Statepoint Crossword Puzzle 
Theme: WORLD SERIES

ACROSS 
1. Treble, bass and alto 
6. OB-GYN test 
9. Hoodlum 
13. *In 1921, the World Series was first broad-
cast on it 
14. Tribute poem 
15. Cursor mover 
16. Same as Amir 
17. Neither here ____ there 
18. *Any member of the 2002 World Series 
champs 
19. *World Series trophy presenter, Rob ____ 
21. *2024 World Series winners 
23. "___ and the City" 
24. German industrial valley 
25. Gift topper 
28. Kids' building block 
30. *Player with most career World Series home 
runs 
35. Good vs ____ 
37. Ball of yarn 
39. Offspring 
40. Thespian's part 
41. Shasta and Tab, e.g. 
43. Singer Tori ____ 
44. Potato masher alternative 
46. Fox coat, e.g. 
47. Hokkaido native 
48. Put on a pedestal 
50. Just manages, with "out" 
52. *2005 World Series MVP, Jermaine ____ 
53. Time unit 
55. Polar toy-maker 
57. *Team with most World Series wins 
61. *2024 World Series MVP Freddie ____ 
65. Met's offering 
66. Legal grp. 
68. Give the slip 
69. Send, as payment 
70. Toothy fish 
71. Sells 
72. Cupid, to the Greeks 
73. Freudian topic 
74. Surrealist Max 
 
 

DOWN 
1. Pull an all-nighter 
2. Holy man 
3. "Yellowstone" actress and Josh Brolin's 
daughter 
4. Feudal estates 
5. Sour salad green 
6. Atlantic Ocean, in a popular idiom 
7. "Much ____ About Nothing" 
8. Lost, in Provence 
9. Chinatown gang 
10. Massive 
11. Addict 
12. Hair styling goops 
15. ____ shirts, in "The Outsiders" 
20. *#19 Across and such 
22. Unit of electrical resistance 
24. Mule deer's European cousin (2 words) 
25. *Player with most career World Series hits, 
Yogi ____ 
26. Egg-shaped 
27. "Will comply" in radio communication 
29. Lump of stuff 
31. *Org. that regulates the College World 
Series 
32. Shy 
33. Eccentric like a bird? 
34. Follow 
36. Sinister look 
38. *Only one W.S. Game 7 ended by ____-off 
home run 
42. Ranch grazer 
45. Fix leftovers 
49. Anonymous John 
51. Ace hiding place 
54. Consumption 
56. "Saturday Night ____" movie 
57. Yesteryear 
58. Impersonator 
59. Captain of Nautilus 
60. *____ Bryant, of 2016 World Series winning 
Cubs 
61. Wild West card game 
62. "Buddenbrooks" author 
63. Contributes 
64. Home to eggs 
67. Tote, e.g.56. Pipe material, acr. 

 

-  WORLD SERIES - 
(Solution will appear in  October 16 edition) 

Carolyn Jean Cheeks 
Kilpatrick, an assertive 
advocate for Detroit and 
Black owned businesses, 
died on October 7 in At-
lanta. She was 80. The 
former Congressman first 
won election to the U.S. 
Congress in 1996 and 
served until 2011 after los-
ing a primary election in 
2010 to former Congress-
man Hansen Clarke. 

Kilpatrick was elected 
Chair of the Congressional 
Black Caucus in 2006 and 
served as Chair from 
2007-2009. Kilpatrick was 
an outspoken and assertive 
member of the CBC. She 
fought for an increase in 
the federal minimum 
wage and was an energetic 
advocate for Black owned 
businesses. She also 

pushed for millions in 
needed funding to Haiti 
and sub-Saharan African 
nations. Kilpatrick 
founded the Sojourner 
Truth Legacy Project at 
the Congressional Black 
Caucus Foundation. Per-
haps most notably, the 
former Congresswoman 
served on the powerful 
House Appropriations 
Committee. According to 
a family statement, “Con-
gresswoman Kilpatrick 
secured a seat on the pow-
erful Appropriations Com-
mittee where, among 
others, she empowered the 
people of the State of 
Michigan with over $1.5 
billion in projects ranging 
from the revitalization of 
Detroit’s Waterfront, re-
habilitation of the Detroit 

Medical Center, light rail, 
and Michigan’s universi-
ties. Congresswoman Kil-
patrick also brought 
attention and secured mil-
lions in funding for many 
sub-Saharan African na-
tions. In the history of 
Michigan, no other 
Member of Congress se-
cured as much direct or in-
direct funding for the 
state. None.” 

Kilpatrick was a former 
public-school teacher for a 
decade and began her po-
litical career as a mentee 
of former Detroit Mayor 
Coleman Young. She 
served for 18 years in the 
Michigan House of Repre-
sentatives and was the first 
Black woman in history to 
serve on the Michigan 
House’s powerful Appro-

priations Committee.  
“Congresswoman Carolyn 
Cheeks Kilpatrick’s leg-
acy encompasses her dec-
ades-long advocacy for 
her Detroit constituents as 
a teacher and member of 
Congress. As the second 
Black woman from Mich-
igan to ever serve in the 
U.S. House, Congress-
woman Kilpatrick played 
a vital role in securing fed-
eral funds to help the state 
of Michigan and its res-
idents. In 2008, when the 
Joint Center launched the 
Commission to Engage 
African Americans on Cli-
mate Change, Congress-
woman Kilpatrick was 
among a small group of 
representatives who rec-
ognized the importance of 
this group and offered her 

support. A few years later, 
she worked more closely 
with our organization as a 
member of the Joint 
Center’s Board of Gov-
ernors. Her commitment 
to addressing the evolving 
needs of Black Americans, 
through climate justice, 
economic empowerment, 
and community devel-
opment, reflected her deep 
understanding of the is-
sues that matter most. Our 
thoughts and prayers go 
out to her family during 
this difficult time,” wrote 
Dedrick Asante-Muham-
mad on Congresswoman 
Kilpatrick in a statement 
on October 8. 

The well-known 
former Congresswoman 
was born Carolyn Jean 
Cheeks on June 25, 

1945. She was raised in 
the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church and 
was connected to public 
service at an early age. 
She was a graduate of 
Detroit’s High School of 
Commerce, where she 
served as class pres-
ident. Kilpatrick earned 
an associate’s degree 
from Ferris State Uni-
versity and a bachelor’s 
degree from Western 
Michigan University. 
She then earned a grad-
uate degree from the 
University of Michigan. 
The Congresswoman is 
survived by her daugh-
ter, Ayanna Kilpatrick, 
and her son, Kwame 
Kilpatrick. Funeral ar-
rangements will soon be 
announced. 

 

Salvation, A Subject of Prophecy 
I Peter 1:10-12 

Rev. Johnny Calvin Smith  

Having spoken on the tremendous salvation we have 
and the living hope as a result of our salvation, Peter in-
forms us that prophets of old prophesied diligently of the 
grace we have.  The prophets of old all spoke on the suf-
fering of Christ in Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22 and of the sov-
ereignty and glory of the Kingdom.  As these men wrote 
under the inspiration of God, they did not fully grasp what 
they were writing.  There are many passages that speak 
of the sufferings of Christ and the glory that should fol-
low.   

In the Old Testament, the prophets saw the sufferings 
of Christ and His glory as combined events, and it was 
difficult for them to understand it.  As the prophets looked 

down the corridors of time, they saw these two events as 
two great mountain peaks, but they could not see the val-
ley in between them. 

Cross 
Suffering 

Valley 
Church 

Crown 
Glory 

  
In verse 12, the Apostles reported that we are preach-

ing the same thing.  Whereas the prophets could not make 
the distinction, the Apostles could.  The same Messiah 

who was prophesied in Isaiah Chapter 9 as a child to be 
born and a Son given, and who would be born in Bethle-
hem, did come and live for thirty-three years, who died, 
and was buried, but rose again for our justification.  We 
have the message and we ought to tell someone that “the 
wages of sin are death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  You ought to tell some-
body “that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised 
Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” 

 
 

May God Bless!

 

FREEDOM IS NEVER GIVEN, IT IS WON  
- A. PHILIP RANDOLPH  

 

IN MEMORIAM: Former Detroit Congresswoman and CBC 
Chair Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick Dies at 80 

By Lauren Burke 
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Classroom smells 
By Rix Quinn 

Every day in my high 
school, homeroom smelled 
different. Not better, but dif-
ferent. 

At that moment, we 
teens were bound together 
by one goal. We wanted to 
smell better, and we wanted 
to smell stronger. This re-
quired experimentation. 

Every morning, I left 
home as a cornucopia of 
fragrances. I began to apply 
them as soon as I stepped 
into the shower. 

I first doused my hair 
with an anti-dandruff sham-
poo. I didn’t want snowy 
flakes raining down upon 

my madras button-down 
shirt. 

Next, I chose a clean-
scented bath soap. My first 
goal was to smell like I’d 
eaten breakfast in the laun-
dry room. 

I brushed my teeth with 
cavity-fighting toothpaste. I 
reinforced my delightful 
breath with a strong mouth-
wash. I exhaled the essence 
of a flower bed. 

Now came Cologne, the 
most important smell. On 
my cabinet shelf sat three 
different lotions. 

My first choice smelled a 
little like dessert, with a 

mildly cinnamon aroma. 
What young lady could re-
sist anybody who smelled 
like pie? 

I’d describe my next co-
logne choice as citrus. It 
smelled invigorating, fresh, 
and bracing. I chose that 
one on days when I wanted 
to smell like grocery store 
produce. 

My final choice was 
earthy. As I splashed that 
on, I imagined myself as a 
wild west cowboy, tough 
and rugged and just back 
from riding the range. 

That’s right…I wanted to 
smell a little like the Lone 

Ranger’s saddle. 
     So, imagine that each 

homeroom houses 30 teen-
agers. Each of us daily 
shows up bathed in up to 
five fragrances. They com-
bine to produce an over-
powering aroma. 

And even worse, my 
homeroom was in the bio-
logy department. Not only 
did I have to compete with 
other colognes…I had to 
compete with formal-
dehyde, too. 

      
Presented by (paid link): 
waterproof action camer-

ahttps://amzn.to/3FM53C6    
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Obama remains the most ad-
mired living president. A 
Marquette Law School sur-
vey found Obama with a +17 
net favorability, compared 
with Trump’s -15 and Joe 
Biden’s -24. Even so, 
Obama’s return to the spot-
light underscores a sobering 
truth: the Democratic Party, 
battered by infighting and a 
failure to connect with its 
own base, still lacks a clear, 
trusted voice. Obama’s cri-
tiques of Trump’s policies—
whether over healthcare 
rollbacks or media suppres-
sion—stand in contrast to the 
muted response from current 
Democratic leaders, who 
have failed to mobilize 
voters around issues that 
once defined their moral 
compass. 

Trump’s efforts to dis-
mantle the Affordable Care 
Act have revived Obama’s 
signature policy as the cen-
terpiece of a national politi-
cal showdown. Democrats, 
scrambling to extend ACA 
subsidies that prevent pre-
miums from skyrocketing, 
have tried to make healthcare 
their rallying cry again—but 
without strong, unified lead-
ership, the message has 
struggled to resonate. For all 
his measured tone, Obama’s 
message has sharpened into 
something closer to alarm. 
He warns that complacency, 
even within his own party, 
has opened the door to au-
thoritarianism. “Progressives 
assumed our trajectory 
would bend inevitably to-
ward progress,” he told the 
audience at the O2. “That 
complacency left us unpre-
pared.” As Trump wields 
federal power to punish dis-
sent, the former president’s 
words carry the weight of 
both warning and legacy. But 
even as Obama reasserts his 
influence, the party he once 
led remains uncertain and di-
vided—still ignoring the in-
dependent Black media that 
carried it through genera-
tions, and still searching for 
leadership that matches the 
gravity of this moment. 
Obama may have left office 
eight years ago, but in 2025, 
he appears to be the last 
Democrat still leading.

JOB NOTICE

 

OCTOBER IS BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH!



October 9 - 15, 2025 Page 5The Dallas Post Tribune

S P O R T S / N E W S  P A G E

Thursday, Oct. 9

H -87 
L -66° 

Wednesday, Oct. 15Tuesday, Oct. 14Monday, Oct. 13

H -90° 
  L -69*°

H - 91° 
L - 70°

Sunday, Oct. 12

 H - 90° 
 L - 70°

Friday, Oct. 10

H -86 
L -64°

Saturday, Oct. 11

H - 88° 
L - 65°

H -91° 
L -71° 

7 Day Weather Forecast for DFW

 
Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, 
text and data. No contract and no hidden 
fees. Unlimited talk and text with flexible 
data plans. Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer service. For more 
information, call 1-888-499-0405

 

Statepoint Crossword Puzzle 
Solution: October 2 - KIDS' BOOKS 

 
November 4th Constitutional Amendment & Joint Elections 

Early Voting Schedule 
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NFL fines Jerry Jones 
$250,000 for obscene 

MetLife gesture he says 
was inadvertent

FRISCO, Texas (AP) — 
The NFL said Tuesday it 
has fined Jerry Jones 
$250,000 for an obscene 
gesture toward fans at Met-
Life Stadium that the Dallas 
owner said was "inadver-
tent" and intended for fans 
of the Cowboys, not the 
New York Jets. 

The incident came late in 
Dallas' 37-22 victory on 
Sunday. Jones said on his 
radio show Tuesday he in-
tended to flash a "thumbs 
up" for celebrating Cow-
boys fans. Jones is likely to 
appeal and has until Friday 
to decide, the team said. 

Jones was caught on a 
video that went viral smil-
ing widely as he pointed to-
ward fans before briefly 
flashing the gesture. 

"That was unfortunate. 

That was kind of an ex-
change with our fans out in 
front of us," Jones said on 
105.3 The Fan. "There was 
a swarm of Cowboys fans 
out in front — not Jets fans, 
Cowboys fans. The entire 
stadium was brimming with 
enthusiasm of Cowboys and 
certainly late in the game." 

Jones' gesture came soon 
after Dak Prescott's fourth 
touchdown pass gave the 
Cowboys a 37-14 lead with 
4:31 left in the game. 

"(The gesture) was inad-
vertent on my part because 
that was right after we made 
our last touchdown, and we 
were all excited about it," 
Jones said. "There wasn't 
any antagonistic issue or 
anything like that. I just put 
up the wrong show on the 
hand. That was inadver-

tently done. I'm not kidding. 
If you want to call it acci-
dental, you can call it acci-
dental. But it got 
straightened around pretty 
quick. I had a chance to 
look at it. It got straightened 
out pretty quick, but the in-
tention was 'thumbs up,' and 
basically pointing at our 
fans because everybody 
was jumping up and down 
excited." 

Late in the 2023 season, 
the NFL fined Carolina 
Panthers owner David 
Tepper $300,000 for throw-
ing a drink at fans in Jack-
sonville. 

In 2009, the late Bud 
Adams was fined $250,000 
after the Tennessee Titans 
owner made obscene ges-
tures celebrating a victory 
over Buffalo. 

Continue Schools Page 1 
 
Applications for Texans 

to participate in the program 
are expected to open at 
some point early next year. 
The program, named 
“Texas Education Freedom 
Accounts,” will then launch 
at the beginning of the 
2026-27 school year. 

“We’re moving quickly 
to launch this program, 
keeping the end goal in 
sight every step of the way 
— giving parents the free-
dom to choose the best edu-
cational path for their 
children to reach their God-
given potential,” said Act-
ing Comptroller Kelly 
Hancock in a statement. 
“This is about empowering 
families, expanding oppor-
tunity and making sure 
every child can learn in the 
environment that works best 
for them.” 

The law that created the 
voucher program gives 
Odyssey tremendous re-
sponsibility, including rais-
ing awareness about the 
statewide initiative and 
managing complaints. 

The law authorizes the 
state to provide the com-
pany up to 5% of the pro-
gram’s $1 billion funding 
— $50 million — to admin-
ister it. That number could 
skyrocket by the year 2030, 
when legislative budget ex-
perts predict costs of the 
program to reach nearly $5 
billion. 

According to its website, 
Odyssey was created to help 
administer education sav-
ings accounts, a term that 
refers to a type of voucher 

program. Odyssey has also 
helped with the mainte-
nance of similar programs 
in Georgia, Iowa, Lou-
isiana, Utah and Wyoming, 
according to the comp-
troller. 

The company in 2023 
was awarded $500,000 in a 
contest founded by Janine 
and Jeff Yass, the Penn-
sylvania billionaire who do-
nated a state record $6 
million to Gov. Greg Ab-
bott’s campaign last year 
during his effort to unseat 
the Texas Republicans who 
had helped derail an earlier 
voucher proposal from be-
coming law. After winning 
the half-million-dollar 
award, Joseph Connor, 
Odyssey’s founder and 
CEO, applauded the Yass 
family for starting “an in-
credible movement to push 
for school choice and edu-
cation freedom nation-
wide.” 

n a statement Monday, 
Connor said the company is 
“thrilled” to work with the 
state in launching the 
voucher program. 

“Having successfully 
served hundreds of thou-
sands of students across the 
nation, we are ready to de-
liver a user-friendly and 
trustworthy platform that 
can ensure a seamless roll-
out,” Connor said. 

Odyssey’s work in other 
states has not come without 
scrutiny. The company was 
sued in 2023 for “substan-
tial material misrepresenta-
tions” during its bid to help 
administer Iowa’s voucher 
program, though a judge 
later dismissed the com-

plaint. An audit of Idaho’s 
program, which Odyssey 
also helped run, identified 
up to $180,000 in ineligible, 
taxpayer-funded purchases. 
The company agreed to 
reimburse the state for the 
unauthorized transactions, 
along with nearly $500,000 
it had collected in interest 
from unspent federal fund-
ing for the program. 

Odyssey was also subject 
to complaints from partici-
pating families in the pro-
gram, including one who 
said it was “rife” with fraud, 
according to ProPublica. It 
later lost its contract in 
Idaho but told the news or-
ganization that the loss was 
due to being "undercut on 
price" and that the state’s 
decision to move on had 
"nothing to do with per-
formance." 

Senate Bill 2, which au-
thorized Texas’ voucher 
program, tasked the state’s 
finance chief with designing 
the program, allowing the 
office to select up to five or-
ganizations to help oversee 
that process. 

yssey appears to be the 
only company chosen. The 
Texas Observer reported 
earlier this year that the 
company retained former 
Abbott chief of staff Luis 
Saenz to advocate for its in-
terests during the 2023 and 
2025 legislative sessions. 
The finance and technology 
company also hired Daniel 
Warner, a lobbyist and 
former policy adviser to 
former Republican House 
Speaker Dade Phelan, as its 
Texas state director. 
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The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted 
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

When I was young and 
had a fever, I always felt a 
bit different. Things weren’t 
normal. I wanted to get back 
to my normal way of feeling. 

You know when things 
aren’t right. It doesn’t feel 
right, and it doesn’t look 
right. The COVID-19 pan-
demic comes immediately to 
mind. 

We saw a lot of people 
with masks on and taking 
some special health precau-
tions. For example, we had 
to distance ourselves from 
each other if we were stand-
ing in line. 

Hand washing became a 
priority. At every juncture, 
we were using hand sani-
tizers. Restaurants did not 
have as many people in 
them. People were simply 
afraid to go out to eat. Stay-
ing at home became normal-
ized. 

Places of worship had 
fewer people attending. 

Those who normally at-
tended church listened on-
line to the messages. I would 
opine that there are still 
people who haven’t returned 
to in-person worship serv-
ices. They have gotten ac-
customed to being at home. 
That’s just sadly, today’s re-
ality. 

I can’t put my finger on 
it, it is a timeless expression 
that we have used to de-
scribe unfamiliar circum-
stances. However, I believe 
we can put our finger on 
what is happening today in 
America. 

There are several unusual 
things that are occurring 
now. First and foremost, we 
are afraid of each other. We 
are fearful of what people 
will do or say. 

Just a few days ago, I was 
about to enter a customer 
service waiting area. There 
was one person already 
there reading a magazine. 
When she saw me, she im-
mediately jumped to her feet 
and left. 

Was that a coincidence of 
her being ready to go? I 
don’t think it was. I think it 
was simply her uneasiness.  

The political divide in 
this nation has never been so 
drastic as it is now. Our 
views about most things are 

now clarified and even glo-
rified by our political affili-
ation. 

There is unspoken angst 
about political talk these 
days. There is no more polit-
ical banter about the possi-
bilities of compromise. 
There isn’t an avenue for 
healthy debate. 

The talk is all negative 
and mean. People have atti-
tudes about their political 
leanings. Succinctly put, our 
America is in trouble. 

In some communities, 
people are afraid to go to 
work for fear of being jailed. 
As a result, our economy is 
suffering because of it. Work 
is a time-honored tradition 
in this country; however, 
right now, we have a stop-
page in some circles. 

The American public is 
tight-lipped and hurting 
when it comes to issues of 
the day. We are like ships 
passing in the night. Threats 
and intimidation have ruled 
over our rational thinking. 

We know that there is a 
government shutdown. 
Some federal workers are in 
danger of being furloughed. 
Paychecks once certain are-
n’t so much anymore. Fed-
eral funding is being 
withheld from certain states 
in our union. We know the 

term, the divided states of 
America, and that is where 
we are right now. 

It will be interesting to 
see how long our govern-
ment will stay shut down. 
Remember, we are talking 
about the most powerful 
country in the world. Both 
political parties have their 
reasons as to why the gov-
ernment is closed for busi-
ness. This is a heavyweight 
battle, and there is no ref-
eree. 

Senator Chuck Schumer, 
a Democrat from New York, 
said, “A shutdown gives the 
executive branch pretty 
much complete freedom as 
to what parts of the govern-
ment to fund and what parts 
not.” Representative Mike 
Johnson, a Republican from 
Louisiana and Speaker of 
the House, blames the Dem-
ocrats. 

Well, both sides are en-
trenched in their beliefs, and 
we, the people, are on the 
other side of the mountain. 
Maybe cooler heads will 
prevail in the coming days. 
Pain and suffering are equal 
opportunity maladies. They 
don’t have a bias on who it 
affects. They couldn't care 
less about whether you are 
blue or red. America, are 
you feeling uneasy yet? 

 

America Is On Edge Today.  
Can’t You Feel It? 

By James B. Ewers Jr., Ed. 

James B. Ewers Jr. Ed.D

 

My Day 
“The Aviation Youth Summit” 

By Dr. J. Ester Davis 

Ester Davis, Nat Clark, Jr., and his Wife, Karen

This is such a great story!  
 

Travel back with me to 
2008. That’s 26 years ago. 
Red Bird Airport (nee Dal-
las Executive Airport) was 
the perfect setting for the 
2008 Aviation Youth Sum-
mit.  I remember it was a 
cold sunny day in January.  

Major airlines and pilots, 
both former and Acurrent, 
were in attendance. Several 
Tuskegee Airmen were 
present.  The name of the 
responsible group at the 
time was the Captain 
Claude R. Platte Aviation 
Group (now The CRP Youth 
Aviation.Org). The mission 

of the CRP Youth Aviation 
Program was to educate, en-
courage, and expose youth 
to participation in aviation.  
Capt. Platte was an original 
member of the Tuskegee 
Airmen and a former in-
structor at the Tuskegee In-
stitute.  

The program consisted 
of planes landing on the air-
field, accompanied by com-
mentary. Flying onto the 
airport and landing, you had 
no idea who the pilots were.  
In about an hour, a single-
engine, open-cockpit plane 
entered the airfield.  When 
the very young pilot 
emerged, it was sixteen (16) 
year old Nat “Scooter” 
Clarke, Jr.  I was absolutely 
in awe, amazed at his com-
posure.  In 2008, I was Di-
rector of Community 
Affairs for PAX Television.  

I had a few questions for the 
teenage pilot. And he was 
extremely nonchalant about 
the total ordeal.  “Scooter” 
was a student at Bishop 
Dunne, and the plane be-
longed to his Dad, Nat 
Clark, of Nat Clarke Fu-
neral Home. The young avi-
ator was exposed to 
“aviation at an early age and 
grew up in the aviation 
community,” says his Mom, 
Inez Clarke.   

Now, Nat Clark, Jr., is  
32 years old.  I have kept up 
with him over the years, as 
well as the remaining Tus-
kegee Airmen.  Even 
though all the original Tus-
kegee Airmen have passed 
away, it is rewarding to re-
flect on their legacy and the 
many lives they touched. 

 
Esterdavis2000@gmail.com.

Starving children screaming for food as US aid cuts unleash  
devastation and death across Myanmar 

By KRISTEN GELINEAU Associated Press 
 

MAE SOT, Thailand (AP) — Across Myanmar and in the refugee camps along its borders, the suffering unleashed 
by the United States' gutting of its foreign aid program has been severe and deadly, particularly for children, The Asso-
ciated Press found. 

In interviews with 21 Myanmar refugees, five people trapped in internment camps inside Myanmar and 40 aid 
workers, medics and researchers, the AP uncovered widespread devastation due to President Donald Trump's dismantling 
of the U.S. Agency for International Development. Children are screaming for food, safehouses that sheltered dissidents 
have shuttered and people must forage for hours in the jungle each day to survive. 

Here are the key takeaways from AP's investigation, as told through the people who have been impacted: 
The funding cuts have been fatal 
Mohammed Taher clutched the lifeless body of his 2-year-old son and wept. Ever since his family's food rations 

stopped arriving at their internment camp in Myanmar in April, the father had watched helplessly as his once-vibrant 
baby boy weakened, suffering from diarrhea and begging for food. 

 
- To be continued -
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Award-Winning Author Turns a Customer  

Challenge Into a Laugh-Out-Loud, Inclusive  
New Book for Kids

Every illustration in the 
book is hand-drawn — I 
wanted it to feel as authentic 
and fun as the idea itself.” 
But what started as a silly 
experiment turned into 
something more meaning-
ful. The book’s main char-
acter, Jordan, never shows 
their face — a creative 
choice that makes the story 
universal. 
“The name Jordan was in-
tentional,” Jones-Scaife ex-
plains. “It’s a name that fits 
both boys and girls. I 
wanted every child to imag-
ine themselves as Jordan, 
because laughter — and 
learning — belong to every-
one.” 
A Stinky, Silly, and Smart 
Adventure 
YUCK! What’s That Smell? 
invites readers to follow 
Jordan through a series of 
smelly surprises, turning 
“gross” moments into 
laughter and discovery. The 
matching workbook takes it 
further with fun, literacy-
boosting activities that 
make kids eager to read, 
write, and shout “YUCK!” 
all over again. 
Just in Time for the Holi-
days 
The release arrives perfectly 
timed for the fall and winter 
seasons: 
Halloween: The ultimate 
gross-out read-aloud for 

spooky fun. 
Thanksgiving: Family 
laughter that pairs perfectly 
with pumpkin pie. 
Black Friday: Special preor-
der bundles and holiday 
deals. 
Christmas: A hilarious gift 
that keeps kids reading (and 
giggling). 
About the Author 
Sharon Jones-Scaife is the 
award-winning author and 
illustrator behind the Lil’ 
Marco and Friends series. 
Through inclusive stories, 
engaging media, and lit-
eracy-rich products, she 
helps every child feel seen, 
valued, and inspired to 
dream big. Her work has 
been featured in schools, li-
braries, and literacy pro-
grams across Texas and 
beyond. 
 
Preorder Now 

 
Preorder the YUCK! 

Holiday Bundle now at: 
YUCK! What’s that Smell? 
Book Bundle - Lil' Marco 
and Friends, LLC 
Includes: 
 
✅✅ The laugh-out-loud 
storybook 
✅✅ The interactive work-
book 
✅✅ A FREE downloadable 
YUCK! Fun Pack (limited-
time bonus) 

Award-winning author and illustrator  
Sharon Jones-Scaife, founder of Lil’ Marco and Friends, 
LLC, continues her mission to close the literacy gap with 

her newest release, “YUCK! What’s That Smell?” 
Photo courtesy of Lil’ Marco and Friends, LLC. 

Princeton, TX — October 8, 
2025—What happens when 
a children’s author known 
for heartfelt stories about 
kindness, respect, and resil-
ience takes on a dare to 
write something gross? 
You get YUCK! What’s 
That Smell? — a hilarious, 
hand-drawn new book and 
companion workbook from 
award-winning author and 
illustrator Sharon Jones-
Scaife that’s already making 
kids giggle and parents say, 
“EWW!” 
Best known for touching ti-

tles like Kindness, It’s In 
You, and I Miss You, Papa, 
Jones-Scaife was chal-
lenged by one of her cus-
tomers to create a “gross 
book for boys.” 
“I normally write stories 
that teach life lessons — 
about kindness, respect, or 
even grief,” says Jones-
Scaife. “So when a cus-
tomer challenged me to 
write a laugh-out-loud story, 
it completely stretched me 
as a writer. I decided to take 
it on, and YUCK! What’s 
That Smell? was born. 

 
“YUCK!  What’s That Smell” 

Photos

 Christmas Tree Setting 
Holiday reading just got fun! “YUCK! What’s That 

Smell?” and its companion workbook bring laughter and 
learning together for kids everywhere. 

Photo courtesy of Lil’ Marco and Friends, LLC. 

Gift Box Setting 
The “YUCK! What’s That Smell?” storybook and  

workbook bundle — the perfect laugh-out-loud holiday 
gift for young readers. 

Photo courtesy of Lil’ Marco and Friends, LLC. 

 Halloween Setting 
From spooky season to holiday fun, “YUCK! What’s That 
Smell?” gives families something to laugh — and learn 

— about together. 
Photo courtesy of Lil’ Marco and Friends, LLC. 

 Father Reading to Daughter (AI Mockup) 
A heartwarming moment from the “YUCK! What’s That Smell?” storybook 
— sparking giggles, bonding, and a love for reading between parents and 
kids.Illustrative image courtesy of Lil’ Marco and Friends, LLC. 

 Boy Reading in Classroom (AI Mockup) 
A student can’t stop laughing as he reads “YUCK! What’s That Smell?” — 

proving that humor and learning go hand in hand. 
Illustrative image courtesy of Lil’ Marco and Friends, LLC. 
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 Continued Page 2 & 5 

November 4th Constitutional  
Amendment & Joint Elections

 

VOTING by James Comey 
"There is the one awesome power in a democracy, if we all use it".  ▪

 
Nothing will change "if you don't VOTE and get all your neighbors,  ▪

friends, and relatives to VOTE". -  
 

"If vast majorities of Americans oppose moves by the Trump administration,  ▪
or disapprove of this president or this Congress “VOTE like your beloved  

country depends on it, which it does.”

 

My Truth  
 

Help me help US! 
By Cheryl Smith 

I Messenger Media  

The day is drawing nearer, and yes, 
I am excited. On Friday, October 17, 
2025, the official unveiling of my por-
trait in the School of Journalism and 
Graphic Communication at Florida 
A&M University will occur. There are 
so many people I wish could attend, and 
I will probably take a page out of the 
book of the late, great Nikki Giovanni, 
and go off into a room by myself and 
listen to my breathing pattern and heart-
beat as I take in the moment.  

To think I have ancestors who never 
saw the inside of a classroom, or never 
read a book, and my picture will be on 
the wall at one of the greatest institu-
tions in the world. What does it mean? 
It means I have work to do. Dr. Thelma 
T. Gorham lives because of the work 
she did. More than four decades ago, 
she poured into me, and I still re-
member her lessons today. When I was 
inducted into the African American 
Education Archives and History Pro-
gram, I thought about the impact pro-
fessors and other educators had on my 
life.  

I reflected back on Miss Constanti-
nople at Chancellor Ave., Elementary in 
Newark, New Jersey, then there was 
Mr. Dawson at Franklin School in East 
Orange, and Mrs. Francis Hill and Mr. 
Frank Green at East Orange High 
School. Then it was off to FAMU, 
where there was the then-frightening 
Atty. Williams, who taught history, and 
the head of the History Department, the 
super dynamic Dr. Barbara Cotton.  

Classes were also challenging with 
the likes of Dr. Gladys Lang, Journal-
ism Dean Bob Ruggles, and print and 
broadcast professors Shively, Kierstead, 
and James Hawkins. I have never for-
gotten the bad, bold Dr. Gorham. For 
some reason, I was blessed to have very 
challenging professors, and for that I 
am grateful. I hope that I have chal-
lenged a lot of students as well.  

And as I was inducted into the Na-
tional Association of Black Journalists 
Hall of Fame, I said, “Here I am, a little 
Black girl from New Jersey who grew 
up reading the likes of Maya Angelou, 
Nikki Giovanni, Toni Cade Bambara, 
Ann Petry, and Iceberg Slim. I also read 
the Harlequin Romances, Nancy Drew, 
and actually anything I could get a hold 
of because the library was my sanctu-
ary. It was a haven from some rough 
and unforgivng streets.  

At FAMU, I will be the first member 

of the Black Press to appear on that Dis-
tinguished Alumni Wall, and I will pay 
homage to the likes of Ida B. Wells Bar-
nett, Frederick Douglass, and so many 
others who came before me who stood 
up for what was right, even when they 
stood alone. I often think about how I 
wanted to tell the stories of my people, 
even if sometimes those very people act 
like they didn’t care or respect the 
work, the journey, the commitment.  

Sometimes I have wanted to shout 
from the rooftops, “I’m doing it for you. 
I’m doing it because I love you. I’m 
doing this for my people. I chose an 
HBCU. I chose the Black Press! You 
see, I don’t want another young Black 
girl to grow up not having anything that 
remotely resembles her experience for 
her to read, listen to, or see.  

I wanted to make sure the days were 
gone of people disrespecting our stories 
because of their lack of knowledge 
about our greatness.  

But more importantly, I want Black 
people to cherish the words I write just 
as much as I cherish writing them. I 
want them to know that all ice is 32°F. 
I want them to pick up a Black-owned 
and operated news publication or turn 
on the channel, log on to a site, or a sta-
tion where we are celebrated and not 
ridiculed or dehumanized.  

When people ask about me retiring, 
I tell them I was born to do this until my 
pen is no longer on fire. I have work to 
do, and as long as I can, I will continue 
to do it. That is why I chose to seize the 
opportunity to use the unveiling, not 
only for raising scholarship money, but 
also to help people understand that we 
have to do all we can, while we can.  

In the world we live in today, where 
we have to fight the power and the 
power structure, I have to keep doing 
what I’m doing because I have some-
thing to say, and I have to make sure 
that it is placed in your face to combat 
all the miseducation and misinfor-
mation that you receive. I hope you can 
look at my work and feel as though you 
have been uplifted, informed, inspired, 
challenged, and educated, and that you 
will say, “I read or heard something 
Cheryl Smith wrote or said and that’s 
why I don’t believe the hype!” 

 
The Auction ends 10-11-25 

Here are the Links: 
https://bit.ly/TMNSilentAuction 

https://bit.ly/TMNSilentAuctionII 


